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“We can’t wait for better
times to get started —
there will always be
obstacles and challenges.”


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Pillar IV is most clearly a response to the prevailing sense that we are living in a time of rapid technological, socio-economic, political and environmental change. Rising student debt, the Illinois budget crisis, global climate change. This pillar is a response to these crises and challenges. However, the language of the plan reminds us that change is constant and that we are choosing creative action over stasis. 
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Presentation Notes
To me, pillar IV is fundamentally about enhancing our resilience. In ecological science, this is defined as the capacity to recover, adapt, and thrive in the face of constant change. The accelerating pace and unpredictable nature of our current social, political challenges, require us to be uniquely creative, constructive, and flexible in our thinking.
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What excited me about this pillar…. 

Under this pillar, we can make U of I a university that is accessible not just financially, but geographical, temporally. A university that is also inclusive and supportive of students from all backgrounds. A university that is fully networked and available 24-7 when you need it, where you need, equipped with the tools you need to learn. I fully expect to teach my classes using augmented reality one day very soon. Pokemon Go is the tip of the iceberg. 

This pillar empowers our faculty and students to develop alternative energy sources and discover ways to address the root causes of global climate change. This commitment to environmental sustainability also helps us cultivate a love for the natural world and patiently research and appreciate even the things that move very, very slowly. 

The coupling of financial and environmental security under this pillar encourages us to consider that sometimes more is not better. It’s just more. We can encourage students to address our grand challenges as a community of scholars to enhance our resilience in the face of change. This is a photo from the UIC diversity garden program. Students work together to design gardens that reflect cultural traditions and create community by creating green spaces that are edible and educational. 


It is always easier to
talk about change
than to make it.

Alvin Toffler
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The work that we begin today is critical. These are lofty ideals with exciting possibilities, but the hard work of figuring out how to implement them, how to transform them into actionable goals is incomplete. I’m looking forward to the next stage in this process. 
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