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Christopher G. Kennedy, Chair
Members of the Board of Trustees
University of Illinois

Dear Chairman Kennedy and Members of the Board:

I write to inform you of my resignation as president of the University of Illinois, effective
December 31, 2009. I take this action to enable you as a newly constituted Board to select
University leadership going forward.

I note that this effective date means I will forego the retention incentive earned over the last four
years which otherwise would have been due on February 1, 2010. As I discussed with Chairman
Kennedy, this is a decision I have made because I am sensitive to the University’s difficult
financial situation and the sacrifices being made by faculty and staff.

Enclosed for your information is a recent statement.
It has been a privilege for my wife, Mary, and me to serve the University community. We
remain highly committed to the University of Illinois and I look forward to continuing that

commitment as a member of the faculty.

Sincerely, ’ N
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Remarks to Urbana Faculty Senate

President B. Joseph White
September 14, 2009

Two weeks ago, | told you | regretted the admissions problems that occurred on this campus. | told you
that | did not admit candidates noted as denials, nor did | ask or expect them to be admitted. 1did not
direct the admission of any candidate. The Admission Review Commission’s report is consistent with
this record.

Today, | want to tell you things | did do as president.

For four-and-a-half years, | have worked to insulate this University from external pressures in an
extremely difficult and intensely political environment. From the outset, | understood that was my job.

I stood behind every admissions denial, no matter who the advocates or how persistent they were.

| said no when | was told that Governor Blagojevich’s office wanted a new IGPA research report killed
rather than published.

I said no when a senior aide to Governor Blagojevich told me the administration was at war and | was in
their army. He asked if | had read the organization chart. He berated me for not supporting the Gross
Receipts Tax proposal. |told the aide that the president of the University reports to a board; that | am
independent and not in anyone’s army; and, that | would not support bad policy.

Throughout my presidency, | have consistently said “no” when no was the right answer. | have
protected the University’s autonomy. | have defended faculty freedoms of inquiry and expression. That
was my job and | did it.

So let me be clear. The notion that | would submit to pressure — or apply pressure — for admissions or
anything else in order to please the high and mighty is dead wrong. | never did. It would have been

completely out of character. | am not and never have been a servant of power.

| came to lllinois in 2005 a fiercely independent person and high integrity leader. 1 still am.




