






























Michigan Ave., President 
· Mirron ''Mike" Alexandroff 
remarked to the Tribune 
that the purchase marked 
the latest "episode" in Co­
lumbia's checkered history, 
adding that prior episodes 
had ''been separated by sev­
eral bankruptcies:' 

The school had a 
family atmosphere, 
owing to the cramped 
quarters and tiny stu­
dent body, and also 
the· fact that bushy­
bearded, grand­
fatherly Alexandroff 
took over the job in 
1961 from his father, 
Norman Alexandroff, 
who had been presi­
dent since 1944. 

Mike Alexandroff presi­
ded over an enrollment 
boom, built largely around 
the growing prestige of the 
film and broadcasting de­
partments. He disliked 
putting the touch on do­
nors, so tuition funded new 
programs and . buildings, 

and the school never built a 
large endowment. 

Recent illings with the 
IRS and credit rating agen­
cies show the school's fi­
nances are stable but lean. 

Columbia has a tiny en­
dowment relative to its 

>$220 million annual budget, 

more than 90 percent of 
revenue comes from tu­

Ition. Carter pointed out to 
student group that with 

tuition set around $20 000 
per year, losing 50 students 

school $1 million 
m tuition. Columbia still 
costs less than competitors · 
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such as Roosevelt Univer­
sity ($23,000 per year) or 
elite institutions, such as the 
University of Chicago 
($44,000). 

Compounding the en­
rollment issue is the fact 
that students tend not to 
stick around. In recent 
classes, the graduation rate 
has been 35 percent to 40 
percent, and the Blueprint 
For Action says the school 
might have to consider rais­
ing admission standards to 

boost that figure. 
For-profit com­

petitors, both brick­
and-mortar and on­
line, target the same 
nontraditional stu­
dents, and those stu­
dents are also more 
likely to pursue 
cheaper options such 
as junior college, said 
education policy ex­
pert William Zumeta 

of the University of Wash-
ington. · 

Columbia is "in a tough, 
competitive niche;' Zumeta 
said. Many schools are 
undergoing processes simi­
lar to Columbia's, and most 
are finding faculty hesitant 
to change and resistant to 

"But they've never reaJly 
told us if there is a money 
problem;' said Bright, who 
this month began negotia­
tions over a new contract. 
The union claims the ad­
ministration has tried to cut 
costs by hiring more than 
300 new adjuncts in the last 

academic year, equal to 
about a third of the total 
adjunct faculty, and by as­
signing far fewer courses to 
veteran adjuncts who are 
paid considerably more. 

Fiction Writing Depart­
ment Chainnan Randy Al­
bers has had a unique per­
spective on the recent tur­
moil on campus, as the 
center of one of the more 
animated debates over how 
prioritization will take 
place. 

During more than 30 
years on the campus, Albers 
has built the department's 
reputation. He was sur­
prised to hear that a prio­
ritization committee fa­
vored a recommendation he 
had endorsed for years, 
folding the Fiction Writing 
and English departments 
into one department. 

Albers assumed the 
change would take place 
after the final prioritization 
report had been voted on 
But in February-' in a move 
he and many other faculty 
members thought showed 

cuts. "It's always painful;' prioritization was moving 
he said. "You really, really forward ahead of schedule 
have to be convinced there - he found out the school 
isexternalemergencythat's would not renew his con-
not going to go away any- tract as department chair-
time soon!' man. "I was disappointed, 

Some of the concern on but I was OK with going 
campus is rooted in what . back to teaching students;' 
the. blueprint doesn't spell Albers said. 
out. The document states Students and faculty ral-
whether to increase, main- lied around him: There 
tain, . decrease or shut off were protests, an albers-

for nearly. every forchair.org website and 
rmtiative at Columbia, but emails of support from cur-

.... .. of ...... ......... ..rentandformerstudents.In ........... ....... 
es are to be carried out are March, without lodging 
left to departments to settle. much protest on his own 

"I think a lot of people are behalf he found out he had 
worried that this means been 
eutting dollars, and people;' The · past few· monll.is 
said Iy.Iike Bright, .a,Profes- . may have been turbulent, 
sor m Columbia s film Albers said, but were ulti-
school who has been on the mately "a good thlng!' . 
faculty for years and "Reading all the emails, 

umon represent- the (website), I got to see 
mg adJunct professors who the testimonials. People re-
teach ahout 80 percent of ally do care about what we 
Columbia's courses. do here?' 
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Fewer students, less money 
Columbia-College Chicago faces declining enrollment and 
revenue as trustees vote on changes for the school. 
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Highlights of proposed changes 
Columbia College Chicago trustees are considering 
changes to some of the 122-'year-old school's most 
distinguished programs. Recommendations in the 
"Blueprint For Action" include: 
II Chicago Jazz Ensemble 
Cut funding from $300,000 to $200,000 for the band 
founded by Columbia's first full-time faculty member, 
composer William Russo. Suggests making ensemble 
members do more teaching and boosting fund raising 
efforts to bridge funding gap. 
IIIII Center for Black Music Research 
Continue funding but ask the center to increase pro­
gramming using money from increased outside fund­
raising. Also suggests putting its archives under the care 
of staff that oversees other collee;e archives. 
II Fiction writing and English programs 
Combine the acclaimed fiction writing program, which 
hosts the school's prominent Story Week festival, with 
the English Department in a newly created Creative 
Writing Department with a single department chair. 
II Admissions 
Evaluate the school's long-standing "generous admis­
sions" policy, under which nearly every student who 
applies to Columbia is admitted, and consider more 
selective admissions for some undergraduate programs. 
Currently; 60 percent of incoming freshmen do not 
graduate in six years. 
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HIGHER EDUCATION 

Colle es moving 
toward absolute 
bans on smoking 

COLUMBUS, Ohio (AP) - imize enticements to smoke at 
As a political science major a critical age for forming life­
at Ohio State University, Ida long habits. 
Seitter says, she lit up many a California's state system 
cigarette to help her through will begin to bar tobacco use in 
the stress of exam season. 2013. A ban on use and l'!ciVf~r­
Right or wrong, they were her tising at the City Universi­
security blanket as she toiled ty of New York system goes 
through college. into effect in September, and 

Seitter, now 26, was old the University of Missouri at 
enough by then to make her Columbia is going smoke-free 
own decisions, she says. She in 2014. 
opposes efforts by policymak- Ohio higher education offi­
ers in Ohio, New York, Califor- cials plan a vote next month 
nia and other states to impose urging all public campuses to 
bans on tobacco use not just in ban tobacco use. That includes 

. buildings at public colleges, Ohio State, one of the nation's 
but also anywhere on the cam- largest universities, which 
pus - even in the open air. currently bans only indoor 

"Just back away from me smoking. 
a little bit. I won't blow it in According to the surgeon 
your face, and I'll try not to general's report for 2012, 
be rude," Seitter ,says. "At the tobacco use among people 
. same time, I think it's a little ages 18 to 25 remains at epi­
. discriminatory for a practice demic proportions nationwide. 
that is considered legal." The review found 90 percent 

Bans on use, advertising and of smokers started by age 
. sales of tobacco in all its forms 18, and 99 percent by age 26. 
are being enacted or consid- About a quarter to ·a third of 
ered at perhaps ·half of cam- college students smoke, stud­
puses nationwide, sometimes ies have found. 
over the objections of student The study found the United 
smokers, staff and faculty. The States would have 3 million 
movement is driven by mount- fewer young smokers if suc­
ing evidence of the· health cess in reducing youth smok­
risks of secondhand smoke, ing by state tobacco-cessation 
the reduced costs of smoke- programs from 1997 to 2003 

... ir~.tJQO!!!!~~n~c:L<l c!Jiv~ _t_o..Ell.I!-__ ha.~~~~-D:_sl1s.!~!l1~~.:.~~11~ of 

the programs have been hit by 
budget cuts. 

Health and education offi­
cials, anti-smoking groups 
and a generation of students 

who grew up smoke-free are 
increasingly united on the 
issue, says Bronson Frick, 
associate director of Ameri­
cans for Nonsmokers' Rights. 
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Tentative deal reached 
on. U.S. transportation bill 
BY RICBAliD SIMON 
AND LISA MASCARO 
Tribune Washington Bureau 

WASHINGTON- Con­
gressional negotiators 
reached tentative agree­
ment Wednesday on a long­
awaited multibillion-dollar 
transportation bill aimed at 
speeding up traffic-easing 
projects and boosting the 
nation's economic recov­
ery. 

The rare bipartisan 
agreement was coming to­
gether in advance of a 
Saturday deadline; the gov­
ernment's authority to col­
lect gas taxes and fund 
transportation projects is 
set to ei..rpire at midnight 
Saturday. 

'We have a tentative 
agreement," said House 
Transportation Committee 
Chairman John Mica, R­
Fla. 

Negotiators expected to 
work into the night to put 
the finishing touches on the 
bill 

The measure, which 
must be approved by the 
House and Senate, would 
keep highway and transit 
spending at current levels 

·through the end of fiscal 
'year2014. 

President Barack Obama 
is expected to sign the 

measure, which does not 
include a provision sought 
by House Republicans to 
advance the Keystone XL 
pipeline. The White House 
opposed that provision. 

House Speaker John 
Boehner, R-Ohio, said the 
bill would include "signifi­
cant reforms;' including a 
provision to allow trans­
portation agencies to "fo­
cus our highway dollars on 
fixing America's highways, 
not planting more flowers 
around the country.'' 

A measure that would 
prevent student-loan inter­
est rates from doubling for 
7 million college under­
graduates was expected to 
be wrapped into the bill. 

In a potential complica­
tion, congressional leaders 
were considering attaching 
a flood insurance measure 
to the bill. 

That proVIsiOn has 
strong bipatiisan opposi­
tion because it would force 
millions of property own­
ers living behind levees and 
near dams and other flood­
control facilities to buy 
flood insurance. 

The transportation bill is 
likely to run into opposition 
from some conservative 
lawmakers because, with 
gas-tax money falling short, 
transportation projects 

would be funded from 
other revenue such as a 
bigger employer contribu­
tion to the pension insur­
ance agency, the Pension 
Benefit Guaranty' Corp. 

Business groups were al­
ready pushing for speedy 
adoption. 

"Over the coming hours 
we will work with mem­
bers of the House and 
Senate, as well as the ad­
ministration, to ensure this 
vilalmeasure passes and is 
signed into law;' said Ste­
phen Sandherr, chief exe­
cutive of the Associated 
General Contractors of 
America. "After all, it isn't 
every day members of Con­
gress can enact sweeping 
reforms, fund tens of thou­
sands of vital jobs and give a 
much-needed boost to our 
economy with a single 
vote.'' 

But a bumpy road lies 
ahead for Congress, which 
must figure out how to fund 
transportation projects in 
the long term once this new 
bill expires. 

The 18.4-cent-per-gallon 
federal gasoline tax is no 
longer bringing in enough 
mo).ley to maintain the cur­
rent level of transportation 
spending .. 

rsimon@tribune.com 



Chicago Tribune 
June 28, 2012 

Sandusky keeps pension 
despite conviction 
. Jerry Sandusky will still get a state 

pension payment of $4,908 a month 
despite being found guilty on 45 counts of 
child sexual abuse. 

Under Pennsylvania law, the retired 
Penn State assistant football coach would 
only have to forfeit his pension if he had 
been convicted of an Act 140 state crime. 
That covers such crimes as extortion and 
bribery by a public employee and not 
sexual abuse. Sandusky, 68, also received 
a lump sum payment of $148,272. 
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·protects student athletes 

BY DAVE MCKINNEY 
Springfield bureau chief 

dmckinney@suntimes.com 

College and youth sports coach­
es will face new reporting require­
ments in cases of child sex abuse 
under legislation Gov. Pat Quinn 
enacted W(ldnesday in response to 
the Penn State child molestation 
scandal. 

The new state law, which passed 
both chambers of the General 
Assembly unanimously and takes 
effect immediately, imposes the new 
reporting requirements on univer­
sity employees, athletic personnel 
and early intervention providers. 

"I think it's very important we 
learn the lessons of Penn State, 
that if any person of authority 
sees wrongdoing, sexual assaults 
on children or young people, they 
have a duty under law in our state 
of Illinois to report that," Quinn 
told reporters Wednesday. 

''What happened at Penn state 
was downright wrong. Those chil­
dren were abused:' he said. "There 
were adults who knew about it and 
did nothing. That will not happen in 
Illinois, thanksto this law I signed." 
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Title IX at 40: Most schools still aren't in compliance 

Four decades after Title IX went into place, enormous progress for women and girls has been made. But most 
schools in America are still not providing men and women with equal opportunities to participate and equal 
treatment in athletics. There's work to be done. 

Captains of the New Trier High School girls' soccer team, kick a ball with teammates in Skokie, Ill. May 22. 
Op-ed contributor Arthur Bryant says 'Schools can't discriminate against women to make money. Yet many keep 
spending more and more on football, shortchange or cut other men's teams in the process, and then try to 
scapegoat Title IX.' 
(Martha Irvine/AP/File) 

By Arthur Bryant 
posted June 27, 2012 at 12:06 pm EDT 

Washington 

Forty years ago, on June 23, 1972, Title IX became law. Its mandate was simple: "No person infthe United States 
shall, on the basis of sex, be excluded from participation in, be denied the benefits of, or be subjected to 
discrimination under any education program or activity receiving Federal financial assistance." 

Now, four decades later, enormous progress has been made. We should all celebrate it. But there is also a sad 
reality that needs to be faced and addressed: Most schools in America are still not in compliance with the law. 

To many people, Title IX means gender equity in athletics. But, as the statute's language shows, Title IX bars sex 
discrimination in all aspects of educational institutions receiving federal funds, not just athletics. That prohibition 
has made an extraordinary and undeniable difference. 

In 1972, 3.5 million women were enrolled as undergraduates, 44 percent of the total. By 2005, that number had 
increased to 8.5 million, or 57 percent of all undergraduates. Similarly, the percentage of doctoral degrees earned 
by women went from 16 percent to 49 percent. 

Title IX's most visible impact, however, has been in athletics- the one highly-publicized area in education where 
males and females are offered separate opportunities and treatment by gender. 

""~"~"~""""-~~-~~""" ___ """"-~-~"_'I'itldX_d"oes~noJxe.quir:eschools_to_spons"or_any"partic"ular~sporL(or_sp"orts"aLall)."ltjust~requires"~that,ifschooJs~----- ""--""""~-"-"--"""--" 
are going to offer sports, they have to do two things. First, they have to offer males and females equal 
opportunities to participate. Second, they have to provide equal treatment to the males and females who are 
participating, including financial aid (where offered), facilities, equipment, scheduling, travel, recruiting, 
coaching, tutors, medical and training services, housing, dining, support services, and publicity. 

The problem is that, even now, after 40 years, very few schools are doing this. 

When Title IX was enacted, schools dramatically expanded opportunities for girls and women to play sports. 
They learned it was like the Field of Dreams: If you offer opportunities, they will come. Female participation 
increased to match the opportunities made available. 

http://www.csmonitor.com/layout/set/print/content/view/print/533544 



As a result, from 1972 to 20 II, the number of girls and women participating in high school sports grew from 
294,015 (7 percent of all interscholastic athletes) to 3 million (44 percent). In colleges, it grew from 29,977 (15 
percent of all intercollegiate athletes) to 193,232 (43 percent). 

These numbers reflect both extraordinary growth and a glaring shortfall. Here's the problem: 43 percent is not 
equality- especially when 57 percent of the undergraduates are women. 

The law actually allows schools to offer girls and women fewer athletic opportunities than their enrollment 
would seem to justify if girls and women don't have the interest or ability to participate. But they do. History 
proves that. Moreover, the difference between the numbers of women participating in high school sports (3 
million females) and college sports ( 193,232 females) shows that colleges could easily field far more women 
athletes if they tried. 

In addition, even the females able to participate in intercollegiate athletics are receiving far less than equal 
treatment. NCAA Division I-FBS (formerly Division I-A) schools are spending only 28 percent of their total 
athletic expenditures, 31 percent of their recruiting dollars, and 42 percent of their athletic scholarship dollars on 
women athletes. 

Why? Some people point to football, claiming it makes money. But the claim is false- the overwhelming 
majority of schools lose money on football. And it could not justify sex discrimination even if it were true. 
Schools can't discriminate against women to make money. Yet many keep spending more and more on football, 
shortchange or cut other men's teams in the process, and then try to scapegoat Title IX. 

Expenditure differences alone, to be clear, do not necessarily constitute a violation of Title IX. For example, 
uniforms for some sports cost more than uniforms for other sports. As long as men and women, overall, are being 
provided with uniforms of equal caliber, Title IX is satisfied. 

But those are not the sorts of differences the expenditure differences above reflect. And when many male athletes, 
(usually football and basketball players) are receiving exceptional treatment, while only a small number of · 
female athletes (usually basketball players, if any) are receiving similar treatment, the school is probably 
violating Title IX. 

Most schools are not providing men and women with equal opportunities to participate and equal treatment in 
athletics because most educational administrators are not sufficiently dedicated to achieving equality. 

The federal government has never brought a single enforcement action against a school for violating Title IX. 
Most coaches, parents, and students don't know their rights. So lawsuits are not filed unless schools do 
something egregious enough to get girls and women angry, like cancel an active women's team. Then females 
sue - and they win. 

What these women are winning- and what's at stake- is not just simple fairness, as important as that is. 
Research shows that girls who play high school sports are 20 percent more likely to graduate and 20 percent 
more likely to attend college. 

Girls and women who participate in athletics have increased cardiovascular conditioning; are less likely to 
smoke; have a reduced risk of a wide variety of health problems, including estrogen-related cancers, obesity, 
dementia, depression, and suicide. On the flip side, they have increased emotional and psychological well-being, 
self-esteem, and self-reported quality of life. 

When they gain that, the boys and men in their lives- and all of us- benefit, too. 

Title IX's 40th anniversary deserves celebration. But four decades after Title TX was enacted, millions offemales 
are still being deprived of the equality and benefits it requires. School administrators, the federal government, 

--~~~--------~--~---------~_g_o_a<;_he.s,p!!re!lJs,Jmdstu.dents_peed_to_make_sure_thatjnequality __ ends=and_that .. all_scho.olsjuthe_country_are __ ~------------- ·---·--------~--~--­
complying with Title IX. Then we can have the grand celebration this historic law against sex discrimination 
truly deserves. 

Arthur H. Bryant is the executive director of Public Justice, a national public interest law firm that has 
successfully represented more women intercollegiate athletes and potential athletes in Title IX litigation than any 
organization in the country. 

© The Christian Science Monitor. All Rights Reserved. Terms under which this service is provided ·to you. 
Privacy Policy. 
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Student Loan Deal Reached, Senate Leaders Say 
By ALAN FRAM 06/26/12 06:43 PM ET ~ 

WASHINGTON - The Senate's top Democrat and Republican said Tuesday that they've 
reached a deal that would prevent interest rates on college loans from doubling beginning 
this weekend for millions of students. But House Speaker John Boehner, R-Ohio, has yet 
to decide whether the pact will be acceptable to his Republican-run chamber. 

The agreement, if approved by Congress, would spell an end to one of this election­
season's higher profile conflicts between President Barack Obama and congressional 
Republicans. Even so, the battle has been a bitter one, with Republicans accusing the 
White House of dragging out the fight to score political points and Democrats accusing 
the GOP of blocking action on the issue. · 

"The president's been largely uninvolved in that, but Senator Reid and I have an 
understanding that we think will be acceptable to the House," Senate Minority Leader 
Mitch McConnell, R-Ky., told reporters. 

"We basically have the student loan issue worked out," Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid, D-Nev., said separately. 

Under the agreement, interest rates for new subsidized Stafford loans would remain at 3.4 percent through next June 30. 

Without congressional action, interest rates on the loans would double to 6.8 percent for new loans beginning July 1, this Sunday, 
. for 7.4 million students the government estimates would get such loans over the next year. 

That increase, should it occur, would not affect loans currently held by students. The higher rate would cost the average student 
an extra $1,000 over the life of the loan, which typically takes more than a decade to repay. 

White House press secretary Jay Carney issued a statement expressing support for the agreement, adding, "We hope that 
Congress will complete the legislative process and send a bill to the president as soon as possible." 

About $5 billion of the measure's $6 billion cost would come from Democratic pension-related proposals, including a change in 
how companies compute the money they must set aside to fund their pensions. The change would make their contributions more 
consistent year to year and in effect lower them -which business desires- and result in fewer corporate tax deductions for those 
payments. 

In addition, fees that companies pay to have their pensions insured by the quasi-government Pension Benefit Guaranty Corp. 
would rise to reflect increases in inflation. 

The remaining funds would come from a GOP plan to limit federal subsidies for Stafford loans for undergraduates to six years. 
Currently, the government charges no interest while students are still in school, even if it takes them longer than six years to 
graduate. 

The financing was described by Senate Democratic and GOP aides who spoke on condition of anonymity to discuss details of the 
emerging agreement. 

Asked if Boehner would sign off on the agreement, spokesman Michael Steel said, "We'll take a look." 

The pension money was also being discussed as way to finance an extension of federal transportation programs, which expire 
this weekend. Leaders were hoping agreement on both bills could be approved before Congress leaves town for its July 4 break 
at week's end. 

Obama spent part of this spring traveling to college campuses to underscore his effort to prevent the interest rates from rising. In 

~-·· ~---~---~~<:_ doing~~~_9~\oV~~-appe~li~~~~s~~cl_C3_~t~~~~.V-~E!':_~ w_l1_~ supeo_r!e_cl_hirT1 str()~l}'_~~th_e~Q_O~.ere~icl_e_r:J_ti~a~l~tic>ll:.. -··- ···············-··~· -~-····-···~--·····-··-·~·········-·--~···-········-··-···· -~·~···· 
Hoping to pre-empt Obama from using student loans as an issue this fall, GOP presidential challenger Mitt Romney said in April 
that he supported extending the lower loan rates. Congressional GOP leaders said they supported an extension as well, though 
some rank-and-file Republicans still oppose the idea, arguing it is too expensive and that financial markets should set the lending 
rates. 

In recent weeks, the disagreement was over how to pay for the extension. 

EARUER ON HUFFPOST: 

http://www.huffmgtonpost.com/20 12/06/26/student-loan-deal_ n _1628933 .html?view=print&comm _ref= false 
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If Colleges Want Federal Funds, 
They'll Have to Prove Students 
Get Jobs 
By Emily Richmond 

Post-secondary programs, especially for-profit ones, can now be cut off from government aid if their 
graduates aren'tfinding work. 

The U.S. Department of Education intends to crack down on postsecondary career programs that can't 
demonstrate that enough graduates have found "gainful employment," a move some for-profit colleges 

say could cost thousands of students the opportunity for a better future. 

Amid much controversy, the feds last year set new regulations for career training programs at public, 
nonprofit and for-profit institutions. In order to qualify for access to federal student aid, the programs 

must meet the new "gainful employment" requirements, which are designed to ensure graduates are in 

a position to earn enough money to pay back what they owe. 

The career programs will be required to meet federal standards on 

three metrics: At least 35 percent offormer students must be 
repaying their loans; the estimated annual loan payment must not 

12 percent of a typical graduate's total earnings; and the 
estimated annual loan payment must not exceed 30 percent of the 

individual's discretionary income. 

For the first-round of evaluations, the feds looked at 3,695 programs 
in 1,336 schools, representing 43 percent of students in career 

training programs. Of those, 5 percent -- 193 programs at 93 

individual schools -- fell short on all three metrics. Just 35 percent of 

the programs satisfied all of the regulation requirements. 

http://www.theatlantic.com/national/print/2012/06/if-colleges-want-federal-funds-theyll-have-to-prove-students-get-jobs/259038/ 



"Career colleges have a responsibility to prepare people for jobs at a 

price they can afford," Education Secretary Arne Duncan said. 

"Schools that cannot meet these very reasonable standards are on 

Obesity Prevention Education'! 

notice: Invest in your students' success, or taxpayers can no longer invest in you." 

Inside Higher Ed has a concise breakdown of the feds' list of campuses that fell short in all three areas. 

Among them are cosmetology academies, culinary schools, art colleges, and programs preparing 

students for careers in technology or health-related fields. 

The feds are offering a substantial grace period in which to improve. The regulations take effect this 

fall, and schools have until 2015 to come into compliance before they would lose eligibility for the 
federal student aid. 

The new regulations come amid a national debate on the relative value of higher education. Tuition 

costs at both public and private institutions have been soaring, even as many universities and colleges 

have cut programs and services. The for-profit college sector has come under significant scrutiny, in 

part because of how quickly it's been growing. Enrollment is up 160 percent since 2000. 

The career programs affected by the new regulations are particularly popular among older adults 

returning to school in the hopes of improving their career prospects by earning an additional degree or 

completing a certification program. 

There's a significant financial incentive for the feds to push for-profit programs to improve the career 

success rates of their students. For-profit institutions account for about 12 percent of all higher 

education students but, as the policy think tank Education Sector pointed out in a 2010 issue brief on 

the new regulations, but they "consume 25 percent of all Pell Grant dollars disbursed and 21 percent of 

all federal student loan dollars." 

The nonprofit advocacy group Project On Student Debt reports that in 2010 the student loan default 

rate at for-profit institutions was 25 percent-- more than double the 10.8 percent for public colleges, 

and more than triple the private college rate of7.8 percent. 

The for-profit college sector had lobbied hard against the new regulations, saying the feds' 

methodology was too heavy handed. 

Steve Gunderson, president and CEO of the Association of Private Sector Colleges and Universities-­

whose membership consists of for-profit colleges-- said Tuesday that the Education Department's 

metric doesn't accurately measure what career colleges provide, and the new regulation could cut off 

thousands of students from the chance to continue their education beyond high school. 

"America faces a demand for eight to 23 million workers with postsecondary education over the next 

decade, but this regulation seeks to only impose a series of faulty numerical measures that ignore the 

economic reality of inner-city and rural areas, education's long-term benefits and the will of the 

Congress," Gunderson said in a written statement released following the feds' release of the data. 

Given that federal student aid accounts for as much as 90 percent of the revenue for many for-profit 

colleges, there's likely to be strong motivation to satisfy the new requirements. At the same time, losing, 

those federal dollars could force many programs out of business. 

~ - ~-~~-- -~~~---~~~~-Tn-ere'l:ranotnertrn:derlyingissue~arplay-l:l:ere:~community collegecapacity:Uften~studen:ts~incareer·~~~·"··~-~-~~-~-~~ ·~-~-~~ ~~~~~~--·~ 

programs in private colleges choose that route because there's a waiting list for the most popular 

programs at the public colleges. 

A few years ago, I met a young woman who chose to go in debt-- $14,000 in federal student loans-- to 

enroll in a nine-month medical assistant certification program at a for-profit college. The same 

program, spread out over 12 months, would have cost her about $3,200 at the local community college, 

had there been room for her to enroll. In fact, she really wanted to be a practical nurse, but she couldn't 

afford to wait to get a spot in the two-year community college program. 

http://www.theatlantic.com/nationaVprint/2012/06/if-colleges-want-federal-funds-theyll-have-to-prove-students-get-jobs/259038/ 



She needed a better job now, and was ready to gamble that the higher-price certification program 
would improve her career prospects. With these new regulations, the Education Department is · 
signaling it is less willing to take similar risks. 

This post also appears at 111e Educated Reporter, an Atlantic partner site. 

This article available online at: 

http:/ /www.theatlantic.comjnationaljarchive/2012/06/if-colleges-want-federal-funds-theyll-have-to­
prove-students-get -jobs/ 259038/ 
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Federal-Loan Changes May Curb Graduate Study 
End to federal subsidy is likely to increase students' debt burden 

By Stacey Patton 

As the nation's student-loan debt surpasses the $1-trillion mark, 

alarming students, parents, and politicians, few are thinking about 

the effects it is having on people like Michael J. Trivette, a 28-year­
old graduate student in higher education at the University of 

Georgia. 

He has taken out $8,ooo in loans for his Ph.D. program in higher 

education even as he works diligently to finish paying off his 

undergraduate debt. The debt that Mr. Trivette and other graduate 

students like him have accumulated to pay for their 

postbaccalaureate studies accounts for a third of the total student­
loan debt in the United States, but much of the national 

conversation is about undergraduates. 

Two-thirds of Ph.D. and other doctoral students and nearly three­

quarters of master's students graduate with loan debt, according to 

the Council of Graduate Schools. On average, the cumulative debt of 

master's-degree students is over $so,ooo; for doctoral students, it is 

about $77,000. 

And now, the debt burden on graduates is set to grow, beginning 

July 1. After that date, students pursuing advanced degrees will no 

longer qualify for the in-school interest subsidy on Stafford loans. 

That means they will have to start paying the interest on their loans 

while they are enrolled or let it build up, adding to their debt. 

The rules are not changing for subsidized loans borrowed before 

July 1. The interesl rale on graduale loans will remain at 6.8 

and there will be no in the maximum amount 

that students can borrow. 

The total debt borne by graduate students is expected to increase as 

about $125-billion in graduate-student borrowing is shifted from 

the subsidized to the unsubsidized program, costing students $18.1-

billion over the next decade, according to estimates by the 

Congressional Budget Office. 
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Mr. Trivette, who will enter the third year of his Ph.D. program, has 

paid back all but $1,300 of the $26,ooo he owed for undergraduate 

student loans. In his fir-s_t~o years of graduate school, he took out 
loans for books and student fees. He earns about $19,000 a year as 

a teaching assistant, which covers basic living expenses but not 

other rising costs, including student fees, which went up by $400 
this academic year. 

He says he's not a spendthrift and uses his student-loan options 
sparingly, yet he feels like Sisyphus, condemned to an eternity of 

rolling a massive boulder up a steep hill, only to have it roll back 

down each time he nears the top. 

Mr. Trivette's boulder, student-loan debt, probably will get heavier 

as he and thousands of other graduate and professional-school 

students with federal loans face new types of costs because of 
changes in the law. After the July 1 changes, he says he will be less 

willing to take out loans because, unlike under the older rules that 

defer paying interest, the interest will start accruing while he's 

enrolled. But he still may have to borrow from the federal 

government to make ends meet, and he is bracing for the higher 

monthly payments that would result. 

With the elimination of the subsidized-loan option, graduate 
students who take out large amounts of loans could owe hundreds 

of dollars more per month. For example, a graduate student who 

has borrowed $65,000 in subsidized loans from the federal 
government-the maximum amount now allowed-would have to 

take out an unsubsidized loan, requiring $207 more in payments 
per month in interest over the course of 10 years, including while 

still enrolled in school. 

Graduate students also will no longer be eligible for special 

incentives for repaying their loans on time. Students now pay a !­

percent origination fee when they take out a loan but are given a 

refund equal to half that amount when they make 12 successive on­

time payments in the first year after graduation. The Congressional 

Budget Office estimates that eliminating this credit would save the 

federal government $3.6-billion over the next 10 years. 

~~--~~-~~--~-~~-The~changesto~graduate~students~loan~programs~~are-the~result~oL--~~--~-~~---~----~-~--~~~-~~--~~-~~--~--~-~~~--~- ~--~--~-----­

the debt-ceiling deal signed into law last summer. They are 

projected to save the federal government $21.6-billion over the next 

10 years, money that will be put toward Pell Grants for financially 

needy undergraduates. This is the first time in the history of the 

federal student-loan program that an existing borrower benefit will 
be eliminated for a particular group of students, according to 

organizations that represent graduate and professional-school 
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students. 

Graduate students are worried about what this will mean for their 

wallets and-fortheir ability to finish their degrees. And some of their 

advocates say that enrollment and retention rates may drop. 

'Glossed Over' 

AndrewS. Belasco, also a second-year doctoral student in higher 

education at the University of Georgia, says the problems of debt 

taken on by graduate students are glossed over because people often 

perceive graduate school as a privilege. 

"To secure employment, a graduate degree is a necessity if you want 
job security or to advance in certain fields,'' Mr. Belasco says. 

"Those in favor of the subsidy cut tend to believe that graduate 

students can take on more debt because they will have a higher 

income when they finish school." 

Mr. Belasco and Mr. Trivette have been researching borrowing 
patterns among graduate students nationwide, something they say 

is grossly understudied. They compared borrowing for the periods 

1999-2000 and 2007-8, the last year for which data were available. 

They presented their findings in June at the annual meeting of the 

Association for Institutional Research. 

They found that a higher proportion of graduate students took on 

student-loan debt. In 2007-8, 57 percent of graduate students said 

they had borrowed for school, compared with 49 percent in the 

earlier period, based on data from the National Postsecondary 

Student Aid Study. 

The greatest increase in borrowing occurred among master's 

students. Of those who completed their degrees in 2007-8, 55 

percent had taken out student loans, compared with 42 percent in 
the earlier period. 

Students in master's programs generally do not get fellowships, Mr. 

Belasco says, and universities continue to expand those programs, 

which are often revenue generators. "Colleges are going to find ways 

to capitalize on this new demand for graduate education and will 

look seriously at M.A. students because they are more willing to pay 

their own way and at a higher rate than other types of grad 

For doctoral students, Mr. Belasco and Mr. Trivette found a 

significantly higher amount of average borrowing, from $19,178 in 

1999-2000 to $42,828 in 2007-8. The increase was attributed 
mostly to loans among those who completed degrees in education, 

psychology, science, engineering, and the ministry. 
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At the start of their study, Mr. Belasco and Mr. Trivette expected to 

see a significant rise in the average amount that graduate students 

b_9~rrowed for their education, given the steady rise in tuition_~1'h~Y 

did not see a sharp rise, although the time period of 2007-8 came 

just before the onset of the economic crisis. They will be able to 

analyze graduate-student borrowing patterns since the 2008 

recession when the next National Postsecondary Student Aid Study 

is released in early 2013, and the data should indicate whether 

borrowing levels have increased as a result of changing economic 

conditions and state cuts in support for higher education. --

The Council of Graduate Schools' research on how graduate-student 

debt affects different groups of students suggests that eliminating 

the in-school interest subsidy is likely to have the greatest effect on 

the debt levels of women and of students from underrepresented 

minority groups. At the master's and doctoral levels, black and 

Hispanic students have higher average cumulative loan amounts 

than their white and Asian counterparts. And women have higher 

debt levels than men. 

Heavier Burdens 

Organizations representing graduate students and those in 

professional schools say that taking benefits away from people who 

pursue advanced degrees will negatively affect students and 

graduate education in both the short and long terms. 

"We are deeply concerned and disappointed," says Joanne Canyon­

Heller, president of the National Association of Graduate 

Admissions Professionals. 

Ms. Canyon-Heller is worried that the subsidy cut will affect 

retention more than enrollment. Because women and minority 

students tend to come from lower income brackets than their peers, 

they often have to take out more money to finance their education. 

"Anything that causes them not to be successful, like taking on more 

debt, is going to affect their ability to finish," she says. 

Mr. Belasco, who is married with two children, says that despite a 

full fellowship and stipend, he must still find a way to support his 

family while he attends graduate school. "I've already had to dig into 

savings," he says. "Until now, I was able to meet our living expenses 

through subsidized loans. I no longer have that option." 

He says he'll be reluctant to take on more loans after the subsidy cut 

takes effect. He expects to complete his degree in four years and 

hopes he won't be forced to shorten his time in the program because 

of increased costs. The fourth year, he explains, is crucial to expand 

publications and strengthen the research skills needed to get a 
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faculty job or policy position. 

Eliminating the in-school interest subsidy also will increase the cost 

of attendance at a time when the job market is sluggish and 

advanced degrees offer little shield from unemployment. 

Patricia McAllister, vice president of government relations and 

external affairs at the Council of Graduate Schools, says the subsidy 

cut comes as growing numbers of jobs require people with 

postbaccalaureate credentials. By 2020, the Bureau of Labor 

Statistics projects, 2.6 million new jobs will require people with 

advanced degrees. 

"We should be encouraging more students to pursue graduate 

studies," Ms. McAllister says. "But at the very time we are seeing the 

bureau's data, this new policy will make it more difficult for people 

to pursue advanced degrees." 

Graduate students and their advocates see the new changes adding 

yet another layer to a vicious cycle. 

"A lot of parents helped out their kids for their undergraduate 

education but can't help with grad school because they don't have 

the money," Ms. Canyon-Heller says. "People are graduating from 

undergrad with more debt and can't think about how to pay for grad 

school at the same time that they are being told that they need to get 

agoodjob. 

Graduate-Student Debt Varies by Race, Gender, and Field 
of Study 

Here are the percentages of graduate students, by category, who 

took out loans in 2007-8 (the most recent year for which data are 

available). 
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Male 

Female 

Average cumulative debt 

Antilropology 

Architecture 

Biological/biomedical science 

Business 
~~- " ..... 

Communication/journalism 

Computer/information science 

Economics 

English language/literature 

. Foreign languages/literature 

By field of study 

·····--···-····---·····-····· 
N/A 

36% 

38% 

$19.457 

44% 

8% 

·-··· ··--··-------~- ···--···----··---·····-·-··· 
Health professions 

History 

Interdisciplinary studies 

' Ubrary science 

Nate: N /A means sample size is too small to report meaningful 

percentage. 

Source: National Center for Education Statistics, 2007-8 National 

Postsecondary Student Aid Study. 

Growing Proportions of Graduate Students Are Taking on 
Debt 
The percentage of graduate students who borrowed for 

postbaccalaurate degrees has increased over all, while the average 

debt load has decreased. All figures are in 2008 dollars. 

Graduate Degree 

Other master's degree (e.g., 
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M.P.A., M.S.W., M.P.H.) 56.9% $32,085 $35,946 

Law (J.D. or LL.B.) 86.8% S75,195 $80,081 

. Doctor of philosophy 41-9% $42,573 $44.995 

Doctor of medicine (M.D., ····86,s%··- $103,368 $105,423 D.M.D., Pharm.D., D.V.M.) 
··""·-------·---'-

, Other doctorate (e.g., Ed.D., 
$41,789: $66,565 Psy.D., D.Min.) 

Source: AndrewS. Belasco and Michael J. Trivette, doctoral 

students at the University of Georgia, compiled data from the 2000 

and 2008 National Postsecondary Student Aid Study. 
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Mexican school systen1 flunking out 
Nation's future 
jeopardized by 
education gap 

' BY TIM .JOHNSON 
McClatchy /Tribune news 

LA CHIRIPA, Mexico -
Teacher Blanca Isabel Ba­
nuelos instructs her pupili 
in semidarkness. The powe1 
to her one-room school has 
been cut for lack of pay­
ment. 

Kindergartners run 
about, damp with sweat in 
the languid heat of the 
village of La Chiripa, set 
amid shrimp farms on the 
Pacific Coast. Without elec­
tricity, the fans can't relieve 
the swelter. 

Conditions aren't much 

In Mexico, teaching jobs 
routinely are bought and 
sold. In three of the coun­
try's 31 states, teachers' chil-
dren can inherit their posts, 
with minimal. vetting of 
qualifications,expe~say. 

_The national teachers 
union, the largest trade 
union in Latin America, has 
wrested partial control of 
education policy from the 
federal government, and it 
fiercely blocks reforms. At 
its helm is_ an astute union 
chief with a title that match­
es her autocratic style: 
president for life. 

No one in authority 
seems to know the number 
of public school teachers in 
Mexico. The best guess is ll 
million to 13 million. 

Far clearer is the poor 

better at another dingy _ performance of the nation's 
school nearby, where pieces 34.9 million primary and 
of cardboard cover shat- secondary students. Inter-
tered windows, toilets national assessments show 
rarely work and the sole nearly half of Mexico's IS-
computer broke down long year-olds lack all but the 
ago. most basic skills in math 

When expe~ talk about and science. Mexico ranks 
Mexico's future, they be- last in educational achieve-
moan the condition of its ment of the 34 countries 
schools. It's here, they say, that are members of the 
that Mexico's possibilities Organization for Economic 
of one day rivaling Europe Cooperation and Develop-
as an economic power ment, a forum of democ-
founder. racies with market econo-

It's not that Mexico mies. Far less than 1 percent 
spends too little on educa- of Mexican students excel 
tion. About 20 percent of at advanced math, behind 
government spending goes students in Uruguay, Chile, 
toward schools. ''Mexico Argentina and Brazil, ac-
spends quite a bit;' said cordingto the OECD's 2009 
Lucrecia Santibanez, an ed- · assessment. 
ucation researcher at the The crisis has ];>hysical 
RAND Corp., a nonprofit manifestations in the na-

-~---·-----~-~-~- _____ , ___ .,__ ---~-research_gtoup_with~head"---~-~---~--~-------~~tion's-233,000-primary-ancl-
quarters in Santa Monica, secondary schools: leaky 
Cali£ roofs, peeling paint, black-

But unusual practices boa,rds with cracks, schools 
govern schools. -About 90 with satellite dishes for dis-
percent of the spending tance learning but no elec-
goes t9 teachers' salaries, tricity to run them. Even 
leaving little for building drinking fountains have run 
and maintaining schools dry. ' 
and for buying textbooks 
and computers. "There just 
isn't a correlation between 
the spending and the qual-_ 
ity of education;' Santiba-
nezsaid, -



"Ninety percent of 
schools in Mexico do not 
have potable drinking wa­
ter;' said Jorge Javier Rom­
ero, il political scientist and 
education expert at the 
Metropolitan Autonomous 
Uiiiversity in Mexico City. 
"Seventy percent don't have 
a telephone. So how are 
they going to have Inter­
net?"' 

. The schools' decline has 
been years in the making, 
despite the pledge of Mexi-

' co's 1910 Revolution to 
· spread .literacy. For many, 
the blame lies with the 
National Education Work­
ers Union, whose members 
are valued for political feal-
ty. . 

. Formedinl949, the union 
became one of the pillars 
supporting the Institutional 
Revolutionary Party, or PRI 
in its Spanish initials, which 
ruled Mexico for most of 
the 20th century. 

Even with the PRI out of 
power for the past 12 years, 
union clout didn't diminish. 
By law, all teachers are 
enrolled in the union ranks, 
and 1 percent of their sala­
ries go to union coffers. 

''It might have a bigger 
budget than many'siates. In 
fact, it is a state within a 
state;' said David Calderon, 
the general director ofMex­
icanos Primero, a civic 
group that's pushing for 
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deep educational reforms. 
The union holds no truly 

democratic elections, and 
Calderon described it as "a 
mix of the Soviet model and 
Chicago in the 1920s!' 

Frustrations run high at 
rnany schools, as adrninis­
trators scrape for money 
and parents bristle at un­
foreseen fees. 

In San Bias, a coastal city 
in Nayarit state, Principal 
Fernando Flores takes a 
visitor through his primary 
school, showing a class­
room jammed with 43 stu­
dents and pointing to air 
conditioners, overhead fans 
and inkjet printers - all 
Lrukeu. 

"Sit in my desk and tell 
me how to resolve this;' 
Flores said, adding that ad­
ministrators have little 
choice but to seek contribu­
tions from parents. 

"Then they go to the 
newspapers and the radio 
and complain, 'They are 
charging fees, and this goes 
against Article Three of the 
Constitution that says edu­
cation is free!' " 

The flaws in Mexico's 
educational system take 
their greatest toll on stu­
dents. Of every 100 Mexi­
cans who enter primary 
school, only 24 finish high 
school, Mexicanos Primero 
says. 

A withering documenta­
ry on the education crisis 
released i,n February, "De 
Panzazo" - "Barely Pass­
ing"- ponders why Mexico 
and South Korea have taken 
such divergent paths. In 
1984, the two nations each 
had annual per capita in­
come of $2,190, it says .. 

But South Korea has giv-
~----·-·------------------------- --~------·- -----------------------~---------------·en-far-greater emphasis-to ---------- ··-·-----~--- ---·-··-·--·-··-------· ·------------

education. Its sixth-graders 
spend more than twice as 
much time in class as their 
Mexican counterparts, the 
film says. By 2009, South 
Korea's per capita income 
had soared to $19,830, while 
Mexico's had risen to 
$8,960. 

But polls find that half of 
Mexicans are satisfied with 
the schools, perhaps oblivi­
OlJ.S to the system's short­
comings. 
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