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| October 6, 2011

They may have had varying levels of success, but they got their point across.

A largely thrown-together national network of campus walk-outs and rallies, meant to show student solidarity with the anti
-wealth-divide message of the weeks-old Occupy Wall Street movement, generated major media buzz Wednesday. The
excitement from students in all corners of the country was clear all day long on Twitter and Facebook, where much of the recruiting

and rallying took place.

But when the time finally came on each of the 75 campuses that declared they would participate, and the many others that acted at
the last minute, the number of students who left their classes varied from none to hundreds.

Yet participants and organizers say it doesn't really matter.

Students on campuses across New York had been planning walk-outs and rallies for more than a month, which is how they wound
up with 4,000 people marching down the streets of lower Manhattan on Wednesday. It also doesn't hurt that Wall Street is actually in
New York, so the students could join the larger protest. {The national event, “Occupy Colleges," was set for Wednesday to
coordinate with those throughout New York campuses.)

St. Lawrence University's protest was organized spur-of-the-moment at 10 p.m. the night before, and 150 people —- on a 2,300-student
campus -- still showed up.

One student said on Facebook that he alone walked out of class at Santa Monica College, and was proud to do it.
And at San Francisco State University, there was no evidence that anyone at all participated.

‘I think it's easy to overestimate how plugged in to news students are,” said Justin Beck, a journalism lecturer at San Francisco State
who tweeted Wednesday morning that, given the grim budget picture for California universities, he'd support students who walked
out. “There's this unfortunate assumption that they're totally wired and have their finger on the pulse through electronic
communication. | don't find that to be the case, really.”

But the level of turnout wasn't the point anyway, said Angus Johnston, the adjunct assistant history professor at City University of New
York's Hostos Community College who also covered Occupy Colleges on his student activism blog. Despite the Facebook "flakeout
rate” — that is, those who say they'll do something but don’t show up - the event was a success simply because of the excitement it

created.

"[Some students] heard about this, they wanted to get involved but they didn't have time to organize with other people, so they just did
it on their own. That really suggests to me that this is a broad-based thing — it's not just, 'I'm protesting because my friends are
protesting.’ There is an eagerness to get involved, an eagerness to be engaged, an eagerness to be participating,” Johnston said.
“They are part of something bigger, which is not just everybody protesting at the same time, but the sense that they are part of a
national movement.”
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Students gather autside the State University of New
York at Albany administration building.

The most successful protests were in the New York area, and those on the East Coast tended to fare better than others. While they
ranged in size, most protests were on the smaller end, in the double digits or low hundreds. And not all were actually occupations —
while some held sit-ins on student quads or in administrative buildings, others rallied or marched.

In frue Occupy Wall Street fashion, the campus protesters didn't have any specific demands. Instead, they spoke out against the
general issues that have long plagued students: high debt, rising tuition, the privatization of public education and uneven distribution of

wealth.

At the State University of New York at Albany walkout, about half of the 300 or so protesters managed to secure an hour to express
their concerns to President George Philip in an open forum in the administration building. He reportedly agreed with some of their
qualms, but upset many when he told them, “'m not giving you back my pension.” The president of the New School, David E. Van
Zandt, meanwhile, issued a supportive statement that encouraged students “to devise peaceful, practical solutions to longstanding
prablems of inequality.”

Several high profile professors also have been backing the protest movement.

“I think that if you speak to the protesters, they have solutions to the problems that they’re addressing,” said Roberto Bianco, a junior
at the State University of New York at New Paltz who participated in the 80-person occupation there. For example, redistricting reform
could get more politicians into the state legislature who actually represent communities fairly, addressing a major issue in New York
and putting student voices out there. (Students at the University of California at Berkeley feel that way, too — they’re trying to create

a student-majority district.)

"What's actually happening is, there are structural problems, which means we need 1o restructure to solve those problems," Bianco
said. "They're not very tangible for the average person, but if you go into what's causing these economic woes, there are solutions.”

For SUNY Albany student Jessica Stapf, the protests are a matter of damage control. Just over a year ago, she received an e-mail
saying that her major, French, would be eliminated come spring 2012. This semester she's taking four French classes — 21 credits
total -- so she doesn't fall behind and waste all the money she's paid.

‘| don't want to see my favorite professors of the French department forced to leave and find other ways of making a living, | don’t
want other students to have to do what | do to finish their degrees before the programs completely disappear,” Stapf said via e-mail.
“[Occupy Colleges] will probably last all year and become bigger and bigger movements.”

Even on the campuses with lower turnouts, students were talking after the protests of continuing their activism with meetings, rallies or
clubs. And it wasn't just late notice contributing to low participation, Johnston said: coordinated national student events have
historically taken place in March, when the year is winding down — not in the middle of fall semester when students are just settling

back into school,

‘I think it's safe to say that this is the beginning -- | don’t know how big it's going to be -- of a new wave of coordinated protests,”
Johnston said. "This feels like a kickoff event rather than a culmination.”
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Studants oceupy & common area on the St.
Lawrence University campus.

Natalia, who is among the coordinators of the national Qccupy Colleges movement who don't want to identify themselves fully so as to
not detract attention from the participating campuses, didn’t expect the campaign to go perfectly.

“Not all movements start out as fully bloomed trees,” she said -- they often take a little while to grow.
Lettie Stratton, a St. Lawrence senior, said that regardless of who turned out to protest, many could relate.,

“Our overall goal was really just to create a dialogue and get people talking about what matters to them,” Stratton said. "As students,
we're part of the 99 percent,” she said, referring to the Occupy Wall Street slogan describing the vast majority of the American
population who aren't super-rich. "Crippled with student loans, we're already behind before we even have a chance to set footin the

real world.

“] think a big part of this is speaking out against ignorance and realizing that 99 percent can make a change. We also want to make
sure that it doesn't stop today — we want people to keep talking about it. It's not just like, ‘Oh, the protestis over, so let's go back to

(X0

doing nothing.

— Allie Grasgreen

® Copyright 2011 Inside Higher Ed
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' Chile's youthful revolutionary leader is rattling a nation

— and a continent — as she champions education
reform.

It is 7 p.m. in Brasilia, and the streets of Brazil's capital
are jammed with homebound commuters, but in a
basement auditorium of the darkening congressional
building, a student rally has hit fever pitch.

"Ca-mi-la, Ca-mi-la, Ca-mi-la!" they chant. All day
they'd strained for a glimpse of Camila Vallejo, the
Chilean undergrad who turned a campus quarrel over
high-priced education into a national political revolt that
has roiled the Andean nation and electrified Latin youth
from Mexico City to Puerto Montt.

Now Vallejo was taking her Chilean Spring on the road, and Brazilians were not about to miss out.
Thousands of them had marched with her under a withering sun to the doors of Congress. They had
trailed her inside where she spoke before the human-rights commission, posed for photo ops with heat-
seeking lawmakers, and dashed off autographs, leaving a vapor trail of reporters, photographers, and TV
cameras wherever she turned. And now that the dark-haired woman, wearing loose-cut jeans, a
diaphanous blouse and a billboard smile has taken the stage, her followers are in a lather. "Save your

wolf whistles for later," Vallejo jokes.

It's a welcome she's gotten used to. Camila Amaranta Vallejo Dowling is not your cookie-cutter
revolutionary. With soft green eyes, a silver nose ring, and 63,000 fans on Facebook, the Santiago-born
student leader would be a better fit on the catwalks than at the barricades. A year ago, she was just
another denim-clad undergrad at the University of Chile in Santiago.

But at 23, this geography major has become the most visible face of a political movement that has
shaken South America's most orderly nation, helped shove the respected billionaire President Sebastian
Pinera's approval ratings (now 22 percent) off a cliff, and set tennis shoes marching throughout the
hemisphere.

Student siren, beauty and the beast, flower of the Chilean Spring — there's no lack of metaphors to
describe this arrestingly attractive Communist Party youth cadre, whose call for affordable education in
Chile has struck a chord across the continent. The student movement is bigger than Vallejo, but she is
the polestar of the five-month revolt that has sent millions to the streets in Chile's biggest political
upheaval since the military coup in 1973. The protests have halted Santiago, toppled the chief of police
and ousted a top bureaucrat at the culture ministry, whose menacing Twitter post — "Kill the bitch and
eliminate the litter" — was straight from the playbook of the late dictator Gen. Augusto Pinochet. The
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uprising has rattled Pinera, forcing him to tear up one bold education reform after another. Vallejo's
rebel agenda may be a shopping list of grievances, from the eminently reasonable call to ease student-
debt burdens to the utopian demand for "free education for all." But she has gotten a tone-deaf political
establishment's attention. "This movement may not reach all its goals on education, but Chilean politics
will never be the same," says Chilean pollster Marta Lagos of Latinobarometro.

At a glance, Chile would seem the wrong place to start a revolution.

Orderly and democratic, with a humming economy and little corruption, this sliver of a country has long
been the benchmark for Latin America, combining prosperity with sound accounting and aggressive
antipoverty measures. Though inequality persists, only 15 percent of Chileans are poor today, while 40
percent were in 1990. And Chileans consistently trump their Latin peers in standardized tests for

science, math, and reading.

At least part of Chile's good grades owe to an economic model that Vallejo and her companeros reject.
In the 1970s, Chile had a few government-owned universities and many private schools bankrolled by
taxpayers. Diplomas were for the elite. Market-friendly economists under Pinochet took over, slashing
university subsidies, decentralizing publicly funded elementary and high schools, and encouraging the
creation of for-profit colleges. University enrollment surged from 180,000 in 1984 to 1 million today.
But so did student debts. Many overindebted students quit school, fueling Chile's dismal 52 percent
college-dropout rate, while others take a decade or more to pay back their loans.

Pinera inherited this lopsided system, but his failure to fix it, and his reputation as a right-winger, made
him an easy target for a broad range of Chilean discontents, from struggling middle-class families to
political outliers. Chile's hard left, which has repeatedly flunked at the polls, has found redemption in the

student movement.

After badly underestimating the students, Chile's president is scrambling to accommodate them, offering
to pump up scholarships and slash interest rates on college loans. Are these enough? "These measures
arc all good, but they aren't structural changes," Vallejo says, taking a drag from a cigarette, a rare
indulgence in the bruising rebel's regimen. "They say this is an antigovernment movement. We want to
change the model of development." For the last two decades, Chileans have voted otherwise. The
ultimate test for Vallejo's Chilean Spring will be not on the street but at the ballot box.

Newsweek/Daily Beast Co.

Mac Margolis is a Newsweek correspondent.
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