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programs to families that made more than traditionally qualified for federal need-based aid. States also created merit aid programs, such as
Georgia's HOPE scholars program, which do not take need into account and therefore benefit more middle- and upper-income families.

Middle- and upper-income families tend to vole more often than low-income families, providing some incentive fo craft policies fo their benefit.

Perna said such policies can get in the way of overarching goals that have broad consensus in many states. If the state's goal is greater degree
attainment and access to higher education institutions regardless of the ability to pay, then the policies should focus on that outcome. *It's one of
those guestions for us as a sociely,” she said. “What do we want from our higher education systems, how should we pay for it, how should we
provide access for people with different levels of resources, who has the opportunity to receive higher education, and who are the folks who get
the jobs that require education?”

But at a deeper level, higher education observers say, the lack of public support for higher education has moved the goalposts on the argument
about whether education is a public good or private good. Research consistently shows that financial relief has a bigger effect on helping lower-
income students gradate than any other demographic.

In many respects a student plan from the University of California {http:/iwww insidehighered. com/news/2012/02/02/uc-system-weighs-shifi-fuilion
-payments-after-graduation) , under which students would pay no tuition up front but agree to pay 5 percent of their income for 20 years after
graduating and entering the workforce, also seems resigned to the fact that higher education is more of a private benefit than a public one. The
plan would shift the burden of funding education aimost entirely off both the state and federal government and families and place it entirely onto
students.

Nassirian said the country has lost track of the argument, in part because higher education organizations have stopped focusing on it
themselves. Many colleges think of their public good in terms of research, instead of their whole mission. Rather than focusing on admitting all

qualified students, he said, colleges and universities are tao concerned with competing with one another for faculty, research dollars, students,
and reputation. “The sense people have that their kid is in competition with other people’s kids means that frankly they dismiss their concerns

about the plight of other people’s children,” Nassirian said.

He likened higher education’s slatus as a public good to that of vaccinations. individuals have incentive to get vaccinated, but the government,
recognizing the huge benefits that come from widespread vaccinations, takes extra steps to make it as easy as possible for individuals to get
vaccinated. .
McLendon, who said he put his children through college without significant financial aid, said the leaders of Arizona's higher-education
institutions still see the universities as public goods, which is why they are vigorously opposing the bill.

“In Arizona, we need to keep education open for all,” he said. “If that means that we have some people who are getting grants and scholarships
and whatever, that's fine. The more and more people who can go o college and get an education, the betler off we're all going to be.”

hitp://www.insidehighered.com/news/2012/02/29/arizona-proposal-latest-object-subsidizin... 2/29/2012
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Lawmakers boost state support for higher
education

By JESSIE L. BONNER — Associated Press
Posted: 9:38am on Feb 28, 2012; Modified: 1:26pm on Feb 28, 2012

BOISE, Idaho — Lawmakers approved a budget Tuesday for Idaho's public universities that would
increase state support by $18.1 million in 2013 while boosting the pay of state employees who for the
most part, have not had a raise in four years.

The Joint Finance-Appropriations Committee crafted a spending plan for higher education that includes
$446.3 million in total funding in the next fiscal year, up from $396.7 million this year. The budget includes
$227.9 million in state general funds, up 8.6 percent from this year, when state support for higher
education was cut to its lowest level in more than a decade.

The increased budget for next year would bring state support for higher education up to levels set in
2008, when |daho spent $228.9 million in general funding on Boise State University, [daho State
University, the University of Idaho and Lewis-Clark State College.

Legislative budget writers also increased state support for Idaho's three community colleges, to the tune
of $4.7 million. The funding includes $1.4 million to cover requests from the colleges for building
expenses. That should lessen the need for the colleges to hike tuition and fees for students, said Sen.

Bert Brackett, R-Rogerson.

"They got fully funded on their occupancy costs and higher ed did not," Brackett said after the hearing.

Idaho's universities submitted $4.8 million in requests to cover building expenses. Lawmakers approved
about $2.4 million, saying some of the projects that were submitted did not fall within their guidelines for

funding occupancy costs.

"There were some that dropped off because they just didn't fit the policy," said Sen. Dean Mortimer, R-
Idaho Falls.

The maney will go toward buildings that include a nursing and health science facility at Lewis-Clark State
College, a center for environmental science at Boise State University, a cadaver lab at Idaho State
University's campus in Meridian, and a University of Idaho research park in Post Falls.

A motion spearheaded by Rep. Shirley Ringo, D-Moscow, would have given the schools $3.4 million for
occupancy costs, but that proposal failed to muster enough support.

The budgets for the universities and community colleges still need approval from lawmakers in the House
and Senate.

Both spending plans include the 2 percent salary increase for employees.

http://www.idahostatesman.com/2012/02/28/2013361/lawmakers-boost-state-support html ~ 2/29/2012
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University of Idaho President Duane Nellis told lawmakers last month that boosting compensation was his
highest priority, saying the Moscow campus was starting to lose key faculty members as salaries remain
stagnant during the past four years.

"l just can't emphasize enough how we need some indication of support there," Nellis told legislative
budget writers in late January.

The Joint Finance-Appropriations Committee has approved a 2 percent, across-the-board raise for state
workers meeting performance standards. The committee is now building that increase into budgets for

state agencies.

© 2012 www.idahostatesman.com and wire service sources. All Rights Reserved. hitp://www .idahostatesman.com
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As born-to-blog millennials come of age, experts
consider the pros and cons of hyperconnecnwty

Net gain or drain for brains?

By TED GREGORY
Tribune reporter '

David Macias has five personal
electronic devices: a laptop, smart-
phone, e-reader and not one but
two iPods — one for his car, one for
workouts at the

“I have u‘uub%rsaleepmg some-
times” the 19-year-old college
freshman said while taking a break
from watching a movie on his’
laptop in the College Of DuPage
cafeteria. Macias said he sleeps
with his cellphone, which wakes
him when he receives a text.

“It’s crazy,” said Macias, of
Aurora. “P've got to turn it off”

Macias and others his age and
gcunger are a growing concern

ause of their “hyperconnectiv-
ity.” The word describes the con-
stant connection to electronic de-
vices as practiced by many of the
so-called millennials, the genera-
tion born from 1981 to 2000 who
came of age in the new millenni-
um.

But a Pew Research Center
survey released Wednesday shows
that 55 percent of Internet experts
and scholars believe that electron-
ically connected youth “will be
nimble analysts and decision mak-
ers” who benefit from the practice.
Slightly more than 40 percent of
those same experts had the oppo-
site perception, contending that
hyperconnected young people
cannot retain information, are too
distracted, and lack “deep-think-
ing capabilities” and “face-to-face
social skills”

Of course, both sides are hedg-
ing their predictions, saying that a
combination of the scenarios is a
more likely outcome.

Which is how Macias sees it.

“Ttcould be positive because life
becomes easier;” Macias said, “but
negative because it makes you do
less work”

The survey, taken Aug. 28
through Oct. 31, asked 1,021 “tech-
nology stakeholders and critics” to

chose one of two scenarios for the

vear 2020 — generally positive or

" generally negative outcomes from

hyperconnectivity. Respondents
were asked to explain their
choices.

Some ot the highlights:’

— Optimists say data will be
retrieved almost effortlessly for
young and old.

— Pessimists argue that enter-
tainment will trump knowledge
and education; that the “com-
pulsive nature of modern media”
is similar to substance addiction.

— Optimists contend that wide-
spread connectivity has produced
“supertaskers” capable of han-
3:1; several complicated tasks

— Pessimists believe that multi-
tasking acruaﬁydecz-eam duc-
tivity and that “shallow choices;”
impatience, sleep deprivation and

“stagnation in innovation” could
be common outcomes of a hy-
perconnected future.

“Each side is right to a certain
extent,” said co-author Janna
Quitney Anderson, an associate
professor of communications and
director of the Imagining the
Internet Center at Elon University
in Elon, NC, “We hape that the
optimists end up being more right
than the pessimists”’

Suze Weinstein wcn.tld count
herself among the optimists.

Weinstein, 23, from Naperville,
owns a smar‘liphone e-reader, lap-
top and iPod. She had a second
iPod until it was stolen, At home,
she exercises with the direction of
her Nintendo Wii and plays video
games on an Xbox.

“I'm a big belmmr,” Weinstein
said befare entering class at Col-
&of DuPage in Glen Ellyn,

she’s studying in the medi-
‘cal assistant program. “I'm ‘con-
nected all the time.”

Weinstein estimated that 60
percent of her connected time s
spent texting or talking on the
cellphone to communicate with
employees — one of her three jobs
is manager of a jewelry store —

fmmfy Another 30
pement of her time is spent on
Facebook and Twitter, again most-
Iy related to her jobs, she said.

And 10 percent of her time on
electronic devices is "person&l,
chitchatting with friends”
shopping online, Weinstein added.

Her electronic connections
help her keep up with old friends,
said Weinstein, who has moyed
eight times,

Whether it's good for the brain
“depends on how long you're
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staring at the computer,” Wein-
stein said. “If you’re playing six
hours of video games, that’s ridic-
ulous”

Children definitely can benefit
from electronic connectedness,
said Weinstein, who is working as
a nanny to 3-, 4- and 5-year-old
girls.

The children have access to the
e-world, which has taught the
3-year-old how to add, point out
colors and patterns, and solve
problems, she said. The child also
knows her ABCs, Weinstein said,
and can speak a few words of
Spanish.

For people Weinstein’s age, she

said, hyperconnectivity allows
them easily to access and act on
news and information from across
the world. As an example, Wein-
stein noted how quickly resources
arrived in Haiti after the cata-
strophic earthquake in 2010.

At least two respondents in the
survey shared Weinstein's per-
spective,

Frank Odasz, a consultant from
Dillon, Mont., said the digital tools
are accelerating intelligence,
which should lead to a dramatic
increase in “expansive thinking
and public problem solving”

Perry Hewitt, director of digital
communications and communica-
tions services at Harvard Univer-
sity, said the technological evolu-
tion has taken young people “out
of the business of memorizing
facts and rules, and into the
business of applying those facts
and rules to complex problems.”

But one anonymous respondent
to the survey noted that acceler-
ated intelligence might yield hy-
perconnected millennials who
would be “missing the sheer joy of
play, of conversation, or quiet,
contemplative moments.”

Chicago Tribune
February 29, 2012

Weinstein’s friend Brittany Hy-
man was raised with strict limits
on her screen time and she said
she appreciates it today.

Hyman, 21, of West Chicago,
ditched her Facebook page about
two weeks ago. She joked that she
“was spending to;d:tmch useless
time not getting updates.”

And even though she bought a
laptop and iPod t six months
ago, she declines to use an e-
reader she received for Christmas.
Hyman said people who spend too
much time staring at screens miss
“so many other things you could
be doing” and could hurt their
social skills.

Hyperconnectivity “definitely
helps in terms of sharing in-
formation farther and faster than
you normally would” she said.
“But for the most part, if you can’t
keep it under control, then it
controls you.”

tgregory@tribune.com

Call those born between

2000 and the 2020s members of
Generation AO — short for
Always On.

So says Elon University pro-
 fessor Janna Quitney, who
helped write a recent Pew
Research Center survey on the
future of the Internet.

“Most children in this gener-
ation in the US. are being born
into lives in which they have
instant access nearly every-
where to nearly the entirety of
hq::;rl'l.an knowledge” Anderson
sai

They will have, Quitney said,
“incredible opportunities to
connect, create and collabo-
rate”

But how will they cope?

Tom Hood, CEO of the Mary-
land Association of CPAs, said
“being flexible and future-
minded” and “synthesizing” in-
formation will be critical skills.

David Macias, 19, of Aurora,
might have a more practical
suggestion.

Flexibility, discipline are
key for those ‘Always On’

Macias was born a little early
to be a member of Gen AQ, but
he’s always on. His key survival
skill for a plugged-in word:
discipline,

Macias works weekends as a
cook in his family’s Aurora
restaurant and is a full-time
student at College of DuPage.
He admits he is very rigid when
it comes to fitting in his e-time
on school days.

Two hours on the laptop; one
hour ﬂlgymg games on his
smartphone.

“And then it's back to the
books,” he said.

He also finds order by writing
reminders in a little notebook
and making sure to “make time
for things that are important.”

For him, that’s hanging out
with his buddies, maybe getting
a bite to eat together.

“Balance it out” he said, “so
you're not stressing yourself out
on so much technology.”

— Ted Gregory
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