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The Chicago Tribune
February 28, 2012

EDITORIALS

of Is protection racke

When will taxpayers see the incriminating evidence of eollusmn with lawmakers?

ANTONIO PEREZ/TRIBUNE PHOTO

U of 1. board Chairman Chrlstopher Keénnedy.should let the full truth
cofme outon the school’s secret admission track for clouted.applicants.

“Ifyou can say Official A, and
name the official, used their power
to force a state institution to pro-
vide preferential treatment to a
familywhich had provided person-
al gain to that public official, I
think we all have a right to know.”

— Christopher Kennedy,
chairman, University of llinois
Board of Trustees

. Not ofteniis the Tribune locked -

. inlitigation with a courtroom foe

who makes our argument for us.
We thank Chairman Kennedy for
articulating why the U. of I. needs
to-end a protection racket that
shields lawmakers from scrutiny.
Yes, Illinois taxpayers have a right
to know how public officials
sought to influence university
employees and boost the prospec-
ts of clouted applicants.

Yet the U. of 1. continues its
long effort to keep secret its data
on 800 applicants who got special
treatment from 2005 to 2009.
That secrecy keeps Tribune re-
porters from exploring connec-
tions between politicians and
clouted applicants.

Kennedy, as quoted in Sunday’s

ibune, givesa nod to transpar-

0 said that — em- -

is ours = “If the Tribune can
‘datasorrie other way

public service by

be it” That is, Ken-

nedy doestit want the U, of I. to

be the source of evidence about
unfair and illicit collusion be-
tween U, of L officials and law-
makers. He says revealing details
of the school’s secret admission

track for clouted applicants Would
violate a federal privacy act.

Our view tilts instead toward
that expressed in September
during oral arguments before the
7th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals,
when Judge Richard A, Posner
challenged the U. of I’s motives:
“You don’t have a legitimate inter-
est in keeping these documents
out of the hands of the press;
they re a scandal, right? The uni-
versity has engaged in a scandal,
the full dimensions of which are
not yet evident, and the press
wants to investigate” -

The Tribune reported Sunday
that its journalists have been able
to identify one-fourth of the 800
clouted applicarits. Using public
records, reporters matched the
applicants with relatives who had
political, financial or personal ties
to the politicians. University re-
cords suggest that, in 2008 and
2009, about 60 pols of both major
parties backed applicants seeking"
admission to the U. of I’s Urbana-
Champaign campus. The appli-
cants included relatives of lobby-
131;51 fundraisers and a union ofﬁ-
ci

As for those privacy concerns:
The Tribune isn’t identifying the
applicants because it’s unclear
whether they knew they got pref-
erential treatment.

Among the politicians involved:
Senate President John Cullerton,
D-Chicago. He made eight admis-
sion requests from 2005 to 2009;
at least seven of the applicants
were accepted. In one case,
Cullerton asked about a relative of

a real estate broker and lawyer
who has attended Cullerton polit-
ical fundraisers and is his former
legal client. The article quoted U.
of I official Terry McLennand
asking then-Chancellor Richard

:Herman to help: “The (Senate)

President thought this students
scores seemed a little high for
wait list and asked if we could
intervene and admit the student
at this time rather then waiting
for the April decision date” The
student was admitted in April.
Cullerton asserts in a letter in

- today’s Voice of the People: “I do

not use my position to seek pref-
erential treatment or admission
for Umver31ty of Illinois apph-
can

Cullerton, recall, is a chronic
protector of the tuition waiver
program under which legislators
have awarded free rides at state
universities to children of their
cronies and contributors. That
program needs to end.

Many lawmakers deny that
they have sought special treat-
ment in a zero-sum game — that
they’ve urged the U. of L to cheat
a cloutless applicant who played.
by the rules. The university, in its
legal efforts to keep data secret, is
not permitting the full truth to
come out.

Chairman Kennedy, stop wast- -
ing public resources on this effort
to hide evidence of lawmakers
and school officials conspiring to
cheat applicants Wlthout connec-
tions.

End the U. of L protection
racket.
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Admissions

decisions

This is in response to
“Veil lifted on U. of 1. ad-
missions; Tribune investi-
gation connects dots, shows
how lawmakers intervened
for lucky few” (Page 1, Feb.
26). One key responsibility
of state legislators is to help
people navigate public
entities and seek answers
on their behalf. Whether
. it’s someone with a ques-
tion about a state agency,
department or a public
university, we field dozens
of calls each week from
concerned citizens who
need direction or assist-

Chicago Tribune
February 28,2012

ance. :

Applying political pres-
sure to achieve a certain
outcome is wholly unac-
ceptable; seeking informa-
tion on behalf of others is
within the scope of our
duties. The example cited
in this article about an
inquiry I made concerning
a high-achieving student
seeking admission to the
University of Hlinois is an
example of the latter.

The student mentioned
had been wait-listed by the
U. of I despite having a 3.5
grade point average at one
of 1llinois’ top high schools
and scoring a 32 on the
ACT. Impressed by the
student’s credentials and

" curious about standard

admissions requirements, I
asked a university liaison
whether a student of this
caliber could be on a wait-
list. I was informed thathe
would find out additional
information. That con-
cluded my contact regard-
ing this student.

The person who initially
raised the issue withme isa

~ constituent and family

friend of the student. The
student gained acceptance
into the university by merit
on the original timetable
set by U. of I officials.

Iam hopeful that future
articles make a clearer
distinction between those
who may have used their
political position for an
unfair advantage or those
who simply made an in-
quiry on behalf of a con-
cerned citizen.

Requesting a reversal of
an admissions decision or
acceptance of an unquali-
fied candidate ahead of -
other deserving students
would clearly be improper
conduct.

.1 do not use my position
to seek preferential treat-
ment or admission for
University of Illinois appli-
cants.

~— Illinois Senate Presi- -

-dent John Cullerton, D-

Chicago, Spﬁngﬁeld
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Working Hollywood: Creating the universe for ‘The
Tree of Life’

February 25, 2012 | 11:00 am

No human can travel back in time to witness the birth of the first stars, but watching director
Terrence Malick's Oscar-nominated drama “The Tree of Life” is the next best thing. In one of the
film's mesmerizing outer space sequences, orange, red and blue balls of fire and dust pulsate in the

primordial darkness, transporting audiences into the violent, roiling cradle of the early universe.

But the startling deep space images didn’t come from a telescope. They came from billions of
numbers crunched into images by computers at the National Center for Supercomputing

Applications (NCSA) at the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign.

“We call ourselves, sometimes jokingly, the Silicon Prairie out here, because we do have really big
computers,” said Donna Cox, director of the Advanced Visualization Laboratory at NCSA. Oklahoma-
born Cox earned her bachelor’s B.A. and M.F.A. in computer graphics arts from the University of
Wisconsin-Madison. In 1985, she joined the art and design faculty at the University of Illinois at
Urbana-Champaign and got involved in the newly- created NCSA, where she began assembling what
she calls a “renaissance team” of artists, scientists and technologists.

Oscars: Play-at-home ballot

NCSA has provided scientific visualizations for such projects as everything from IMAX Imax films
and to educational television. But as their first feature film, “The Tree of Life” enabled Cox and her

team to collaborate creatively with director Terrence Malick and visual effects supervisor Dan Glass.

“What Terry really wanted in the film was a strong sense of realism and mystery,” Cox said. “What
the images convey are this birth and death in the universe and the majesty of flying through the
galaxy and the emotion behind that. We were conveying in a very visceral and emotional way these

large-scale events that parallel the life and death of our own families and our own lives.”

By the Numbers: To create the space sequences for “The Tree of Life,” Cox and her team started
with billions of numbers that describe key characteristics of the universe, such the locations of stars
and the shapes of galaxies. “All of that can be separated out from the numbers,” said Cox, whose
department has spent 15 years figuring out how to do that using specialized computer software

developed in house.

Video: Key scenes that made Oscar voters take notice




Snap, Crackle, Pop: One NCSA sequence in “The Tree of Life” depicts some of the first stars in the
early universe. “They call them Pop III stars,” Cox said. “And from that star that goes supernova, new
life is formed in the nebula. And that was important to Terry Malick because that particular scene
was all about birthing and very early coming of age. All of the stars that get born out of those
supernovae have evolved into what we are today, and in fact we — even our planet and our physical

bodies — are all made from this original stardust.”

Getting Dark: The second NCSA sequence in “The Tree of Life” took the audience on a flight
through the Milky Way. “We had used the Milky Way in other movies and other projects,” Cox said.
“We definitely worked at the basic color scheme that we had developed a long time ago, which shows -
the brightness of the stars and the deep richness of the dust and the star birthing regions, which are
these subtle reddish areas. What Terry wanted was to enrich that hue, make it darker and more
mysterious. So we darkened things a lot, and we gave various options on the look of the stars and
their contrast and whether they were more on the bluish side or on the goldish side.”

A Really Big Canvas: Cox and her team get to exercise their creativity when it comes to choosing
the color scheme for the images, the brightness of the stars, the density and placement of space dust
and the perspective of the “virtual camera.” So, that’s not really the Milky Way? “We have artistic
control about how bright to make the stars or how contrast-y or how dense to make the dust in
certain areas. So there were very subtle changes in the Milky Way galaxy, and we could make those

subtle changes without compromising science.”

Related:

My Streep problem

Academy, kindly buzz off

Working Hollywood: 'Grey' stunt performer taps into animal within
-- By Cristy Lytal

Photo: NCSA's highly detailed Milky Way galaxy model. Credit: Fox Searchlighit

http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/entertainmentnewsbuzz/2012/02/on-location-working-hollywood-creating-the-universe-for-the-

tree-of-life.html




Print Story

Page 1 of 3

ﬂﬁ;ﬁ&@ﬁ Bi}gi ?ﬁﬁ Print Story Printed from ChicagoBusiness.com

Home > This Week's Crain's > News >

From this week's In Other News

About that tuition bill . ..

By Joseph B. Cahill February 27, 2012
ShareThis Twset 32 Share Print | Email | 5 comments

| suppose it was inevitable: There's talk in Springfield of
bailing out the state's prepaid tuition program.

As my colleague Steve Daniels first reported last year,
the College lllinois program is underfunded by about 30
percent, leaving 54,000 participants wondering if they'li
get what the state promised them—a college education
for their kids at today's prices, regardiess of how much
tuition at state schools rises by the time the kids are
ready to attend.

State Rep. Jim Durkin, R-Western Springs, himself a
College lllinois contract holder, suggested recently that
the state consider plugging the program's funding gap.

He's looking in the wrong place. For one thing, the state's broke. For another, it's not fair to stick taxpayers with the
tab for a poorly conceived program brought down by its own disastrous investment strategy.

So who should pay the bill if the program's money runs out? That's easy: the state universities. They already get
hundreds of millions in taxpayer funding. It seems fair that some of that money go toward solving this problem.

After all, the schools' price hikes contributed to the funding shortfall at College llinois. Tuition at public universities
in lllinois rose 9.6 percent annually between 2001 and 2010, accordlng to the lllinois Student Assistance
Commission, which runs the prepaid plan.

The schools also benefit from the plan, which sends them a

steady stream of students. Tens of thousands have attended like it or nnt state
i o : ,

state universities and community colleges under the program,

gggisr?g a total of about $189 million in tuition, the commission ““i“ersities are na" Bt
this fiasco.

True, the prepaid tuition plan wasn't the universities' idea. And
they certainly aren't to blame for its investing miscues or
misleading marketing.

But like it or not, they're a party to this fiasco. They also have a broader obligation to provide affordable educations
to the young people of lliinois. State schools should honor the prepaid tuition contract prices, absorbing any
shortfall between the plan's assets and current tuition.

Among them, the state's 59 public universities and community colleges can afford to cover the College lllinois
funding gap of about $559 million. The University of lllinois alone has an endowment worth $1.6 billion.

This is hardly a radical idea. State universities give tuition breaks all the time, with about half of U of | students
paying less than full freight. Texas, facing similar problems with its prepaid tuition plan, requires state schools o

http://www.chicagobusiness.com/article/20120225/ISSUE01/302259978 ?template=printart

2/27/2012
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honor contract prices.

The schools' contribution should be part of a comprehensive settlement that shuts down the misbegotten prepaid
tuition program, thereby limiting obligations to current participants.

Schools aren't likely to embrace the idea. A U of | spokesman says lllinois universities have enough money woes
of their own without paying for the mistakes of the prepaid tuition program. State funding for universities is down
and llinois is slow to pay its bills. Some $368 million in overdue bills has accumulated at U of |, for example.

The spokesman also notes that U of | is raising tuition only 2 percent this year and expects to provide $60 million in
financial aid to students in fiscal 2013.

These are fair points, as far as they go. But the schools should take a longer view and consider their role as the
main route to a college education for so many in lliinois.

Their commitment to that mission has come into question lately, with the clout-based tuition scandal at U of | and
its lavish pay for top administrators.

At the very least, the schools could use an image boost. Here's a chance for them to show that students still come
first.

© 2012 by Crain Communications Inc.

http://www.chicagobusiness.com/article/201 20225/1SSUE01/30225 9978template=printart ~ 2/27/2012
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U of L, ﬁarpe;r unveil program

Illinois, community
college collaborate
-in engineering

" BY JIM JAWORSKI
| Tribune reporter

Harper College in Pala-
tine and the University of
Illinois at Urbana-Cham-
paign are teaming up to
offer a four-year engineer-
ing degree to students who
start their degree at Harper
and transfer into the presti-
gious engineering program
at Illinois. ‘

The Pathway Program,
which starts in the up-
coming school year, will
offer engineering students
at the northwest suburban
community college guar-
anteed acceptance to the U.
of I. program.

The program is listed as
the sixth-best engineering
program in the country,
according to U.S. News &
World Report, which pub-

lishes an annual ranking of
major universities. ’

Harper students who
are accepted into the pro-
gram' will automatically
gain acceptance to the Uni-
versity’ of Illinois if they
maintain a 3.3 GPA in the
engineering classes and a
3.2 GPA overall.

“We are really excited,”
said Harper Provost Judy
Marwick., “We have never
had an agreement that
guaranteed admission to
such a selective program —
a very difficult program to
getinto”

According to Harper
College, in-state students
going though the program
will save $25,000 over two
years. _

Joe Waranyuwat, engi-
neering instructor and ad-
viser at the University of
Illinois, said he first con-
tacted Harper in 2011
about starting a Pathway
Program because the com-
munity college already had

a well-established and re-
spected engineering pro-
gram.
“The program is an ex-
cellent, and as some have
said, a ‘too good to be true’
opportunity for students
looking for an alternate
route to the prestigious
engineering school -at the
University of Illinois,” Wa-
ranyuwat said. ‘
Furthermore, he said,
the students would" have
access to advisers at both
schools, a benefit that will
help young adults tackle an
often-difficult transition
from a community college
close to home to a four-year
university hours away.
“That’s a lot to take on
alone,” Waranyuwat said.
“Oftentimes, the difference -
between a suceessful stu-
dent and the one that
struggles tremendously is
the network of. support
that they have.”

jiaworski@tribune.com
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February 28, 2012

5 from Ul named
as finalists for
innovation prize

By DON DODSON
-dodson@news-gazette.com
s URBANA — Five students at
+the. University of Illinois have
:been named finalists for the
+Lemelson-MIT $30,000 Illinois
;:Student Prize for innovation.
#: The finalists include doc-
itoral candidates Sriram Chan-
s«drasekaran, Kevin Karsch,
" “James Langer and Pradeep S.
.Shenoy, as well as Muhammed
“Fazeel, a senior in integrative
iology.
The winner will be announced
ta 6 p.m. ceremony on March7

Center for Supercomputing
pplications, 1205 W. Clark St.,
. The ceremony is open to the
ublic.

finalists’ work, as described
release from the UT’s Tech-
v Entrepreneur Center:
Langer, ‘a. doctoral: stu-
dent in materials science and
“engineering, has come up with
i“a way to remove perchlorate
I from drinking water.

-- Perchlorate is a toxic rocket-
-fuel component that disturbs
«proper function of the thyroid

«tal development.
.. Langer has developed a new
:class of ion-exchange fiber com-
. posite materials that have the
: :;potential to remove perchlorate
:from water through a filter.-
. Langer is president and chief
executive officer of Serionix;

~which develops technologies -

for air and water purification.
v '— Karsch, a doctoral student

evelop a technique for insert-

to photos and videos without
king phys$ical measurements
-of the scene. The technique can
be performed by novices in a
w minutes. .

The tool greatly reduces the
- | time and cost of creating visual
effects for movies and product

the auditorium of the Nation--

: Here’s a description of each of -

»‘and harms prenatal and neona- -

 computer science, has helped-

g objects and special effects:

advertisements. The technique
also has applications for home
redecoration.

— Shenoy, a doctoral student
in electrical engineering, has
worked on differential pow-
er processing that has led to
techniques that demonstrate
improvements in microproces-
sor power delivery and solar
photovoltaic energy conver-
sion. )

SolarBridge Technologies
decided to license his idea, and
in November that company was
awarded $1.75 million from the
U.S. Department of Energy’s
SunShot. Initiative to commer—‘
cialize the technology.

—Chandrasekaran, a doctoral
student in biophysics, has creat-
ed computational tools that can -
rapidly search for drug targets
for diseases such as tuberculo-
sis. ‘

:-His . new technology predicts

~how changes in gene -activity

affects biochemical transfor-
mations within the body.

The technology allows scien-
tists to computationally add or
delete genes from cell DNA and
predict the outcome.

By finding genes that need-
ed to be deleted in a pathogen-
ic bacterium in order to kill
it, candidate drug targets are
identified for microbial infec-
tions such as tubercu1051s with
great accuracy. .

The development also has
applications in biofuel produc-
tion and can be used as a tool

* for genetically engineering bac— .

teria.

— Fazeel is working on a
device called “In Case of Emer- -
gency” that can call emergen-
cy services in case of cardiac
events.

Separately, he is workmg on
Tabule, an instructor-student
communication tool that is con-
sidered simple, efficient and
ready for use on any smart-
phone or laptop.
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State budget to underfund | schools

Quinn proposal falls short of fully
funding dlstncts by $230 million

By Ray LoNG
AND MONIQUE GARCIA .
Tribune reporters

SPRINGFIELD — Gow.
Pat Quinn likes to refer to
himself as the “education
governor,” but the state’s
continued money problems
are putting that moniker
under intense pressure.

The state is short more
than $230 million in aid to
school districts in this year’s
budget, and that figure
could climb to more than

_ $400 million in next:year’s
spending plan.

In the near term, the
practical effect is that the
state will fall short of mak-
ing its 22nd and final annual

payment to school districts.

That’s usually made in the
last half of June. The pay-

ment in the first half of June
also will be slightly smaller,
according to the Tllinois
State Board of Education.

The - situation has an-
gered a key education sup-
porter who called Quinn’s
assertion last week that he
was holding education
spending flat next year “to-
tal baloney”

Sen. Kimberly Lightford,

- D-Maywood, said she will

introduce legislation this
week to close the gap in the
current school year by call-
ing on lawmakers to find at

least $230 million to direct -

toward schools. The effort
comes at a time when dol-
lars are tight, and Lightford
acknowledged she’s going
to have to put on a full-court
press this week to find that

- 'kind of money in a state

'

E. JASON WAMBSGANS/TRIBUNE

Gov. Pat Quinn has cham-
pioned education but his
budget, presented last
week, didn’t fully fund it..

budget where agencies are
scraping to hang on to what
they’ve got.

“Why aren’t we talking
about this?” said Lightford.

At issue is the so-called
foundation level, or mini-
mum amount of money the
state is supposed to spend
on each student per year.
That level is currently set at

$6,119, but the governorand

Jawmakers did not set aside
enough money to reach that
mark in the current budget.

Right now, there is only
enough money for school
districts to get about 95
percent of the way there.
That amounts to $5,953 per

student, said state Board of

Education spokesman Matt

- Vanover.

The shortfall will par-
ticularly hit poorer school
districts that more heavily
rely on state funding to
reach the minimum spend-
ing level compared with
those that also can tap into
local property tax dollars.
The poorer the district, the
greater percentage of state
aid it gets.

Lightford said schools in
her district would be hit
hard, as well as those in
poorer suburban and down-
state areas. .

Along with the $230 mil-
lion for the current budget,

Lightford said she will press
for a $450 million increase
in Quinn’s proposed budget
for the upcoming school
year. Lightford said that’s
what would be needed to
hit the $6,119 minimum

level of spending per stu- .

dent come the fall.

State board officials said
the figure would be closer to
$404 million. The board
itself had recommended a
$200 million funding boost

in the new budget, but

Quinn didn’t agree.

The need for so much
more state money to reach
the foundation level next
year primarily is due to two
factors: Local tax dollars are
down, and the number of
students identified as be-
longing to low-income fam-
ilies is up, Vanover said.

A Quinn budget spokes-
woman - acknowledged
funding will fall short this
school year but said law-

makers can request more
money. That’s a long shot,
given the state’s more than
$8 billion stack of unpaid
bills despite last year’s ma-

. jor income-tax increase.

As for the next budget
year,” spokeswoman Kelly
Kraft said the governor
looks “forward to working
with the General Assembly
over the next few months to
enact a responsible budget
for the people of Illinois”

The issue will be front
and center Tuesday. House
lawmakers are scheduled to
hold a hearing to discuss the
funding shortfall. And
Quinn is scheduled to visita
Berwyn elementary school
to “discuss the importance
of investing in education
and 21st century ~class-

‘rooms.”

rlofig@tribune.com
mcegarcia@tribune.com
Twitter @RayLong

-
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A Third of Students Transfer Before Graduating, and
Many Head Toward Community Colleges

By Jennifer Gonzalez

One-third of all students switch institutions at least once before
earning a degree, says a report released on Tuesday by the National
Student Clearinghouse Research Center.

The "traditional” path of entering and graduating from the same
institution is decreasingly followed, the report says. Students
transfer across state lines and institution types, and even "reverse
transfer" from four-year to two-year colleges.

The report—"Transfer and Mobility: A National View of Pre-Degree
Student Movement in Postsecondary Institutions," published in
partnership with Indiana University's Project on Academic
Success—examines students' increasingly complex transfer patterns.
It looks at nearly 2.8 million full- and part-time students of all ages,
at all institutional types, over a five-year period beginning in 2006.

Transfer rates are similar for full- and part-time students, 32.6 and
33.9 percent, respectively, the study found. More than a quarter of

all transfers cross state lines, and students' preferred destination is
public two-year institutions (except when those are the origin). The
most common time for transfer, the report says, is in a student's

second year.

Most data analysis focuses on institutions, the report says, viewing
students "as simply entering, progressing linearly, and completing a
degree or not." In this presentation, it says, "students are the unit of
analysis, and institutions are viewed as stepping stones along a
diverse set of educational paths."

College administrators and policymakers need to get a better handle
on the issue of student mobility to ensure that they are putting in
place effective policies, say the report's authors. "This view could
lead to new approaches and metrics that better inform students and
institutions about the range of successful enrollment patterns,” they

write.

And not just students who earn associate degrees should be taken
into account, said Donald Hossler, executive director of the research

http://chronicle.com/article/A-Third-of-Students-Transfer/130954/ 2/28/2012
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center. "There is a lot of attention given to post-degree transfers, but
not about the mobility of students before they earn a degree." he
said. "We are presenting information in a way that is seldom done."
Reverse Transfer

Students' transfer patterns reflect the important role of community
colleges. Among students who transfer from four-year public
institutions, more than half (51.9 percent) transfer "in reverse," to
two-year public institutions. And among students who transfer from
two-year public colleges, more than a third (37.6 percent) move
laterally, to other two-year public colleges. That is nearly as many as
transfer from two-year to four-year public institutions: 41.2 percent.

From private colleges—both nonprofit and for-profit—many
students also leave for public two-year colleges. From nonprofit
colleges, 41.4 percent of transfers go to two-year institutions, and -
from for-profits, 43.9 percent do. :

The report doesn't delve into why community colleges are a
preferred destination. But students' seeking lower tuition costs and
a better institutional fit may account for some of the movement, Mr.

Hossler said.

Across all institutional types, transfer rates peak in students' second
year, then decrease, with the lowest levels reached in the fifth year.

Still, a surprising number of students make their first transfer
during their fourth year of study (13 percent) or fifth year (9
percent). Among students who begin at two-year institutions, 17
percent transfer for the first time in the fourth year, and 11 percent

_ in the fifth.

By that time, there are few services available to students to help
them with the transition. Most colleges direct their student-success
programs toward first-year students.

http://chronicle.com/article/A-Third-of-Students-Transfer/130954/
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5-Year Transfer Rates by Type of Origin Institution for Students Who First
Enrolled in College in the Fall of 2006

% of Students Wiio Transferred

33.4% 34.4% 34.1% 32.1%
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| We can’t afford to reverse
| gams in campus diversity

JESSE JACKSON

I ast week, the U.S. Supreme
Court announced thatit - :
would hear a case chal-

-1. lenging affirmative action at the

| " University of Texas, with the
—arguments scheduled for Octo-

~ ber, a month before the Novem-

ber presidential election. The

1 conservative faction that stopped

1 the counting of ballots in Florida
|~ in Bush vs. Gore, and opened the

] . floodgates on corporate money in
1 politics in Citizens United, is now

|~ intent on politicizing racial justice.
The case, Fisher vs. Texas, was
| brought against the university
| = by Abigail Fisher after she was

| - denied admission in 2008. She

did not qualify for the automatic
admission offered to all who rank
in the top 10 percent of their high
school class. So she claimed that
_ her race hurt her, arguing that -
less-qualified applicants of color:
- gained the slot that somehow - .
should have been hers. Funded by
:conservative donors, she has pur-
sued the case despite rejection’by
he lower courts.
1 Inthe 1990s, the 5th Circuit
. Court of Appeals barred UT
- from using race in admission. In
- response, the university granted
automatic admission for Texas
_graduates in the top 10 percent
= of their high school class, and -
it created an affirmative action
~program for economically disad-
- vantaged students.
In 2003, however, the Supreme
. Court gave universities the green
. light to use race as a factor in ad-
-~ missions. Since then, the number
:of African*Americans matriculat-
~~ ing at UT has nearly doubled and
. the number of Latino graduates
' has increased by almost 50
- -percent. Today, to its credit, the
- University of Texas ranks sixth
- -pationwide in undergraduate
- degreesawarded to minorities.
- It is striking that affirmative

jjackson@rainbowpush.org:

"‘that the SAT scores of legacy' chil-
:dren are “40 points lower than

action attracts the challenge here.
In fact, universities have many
categories for admission. For /
example, why don’t legacies —the -
longstanding policies that enable °

- the children of alumni (particu-
- larly wealthy alumni) to gain favor

in admission — get the scrutiny?
A Duke University study found -

students with professional degree

‘parents and about 12 points lower

than students with other degree

‘parents.” And legacy preferenceis =

most extensive in the most com-
petitive, highly selective colleges.
and universities, most prominent
among them Harvard, Yale and
Princeton.

Or why not the favors bestowed
on good athletes or musicians? Or -
the foreign students willing to pay
full fare out-of-state tuitions? All **

-of these gain “points” on admis- -

sion criteria as well.

The argument for affirma-
tive action is apparent. During
150 years of slavery and 100
years of segregation, American
schools discriminated against
African Americans. There are
few African-American “legacy”
students because their parents
were barred froin admission.
Despite obvious advances, racial -~
bias still pervades our society.
African-American children grow
up disproportionately in poverty.
They go to schools that still suffer
what Jonathan Kozol called “sav-
age inequality” in funding and
facilities and skilled teachers.

Moreover, the country has a
great stake in ensuring that our
universities broadly reflect the
society they serve. No student
should be admitted who is un-
qualified to succeed in a school,
but a racially diverse campus is
more important than good ath-
letic teams or skilled orchestras

" or happy alums.

A century ago, conservative
justices interpreted the civil
rights amendments as justifying
segregation. Now they seek to
use the law to once more harm
the very people the amendments
were designed to protect.

This inversion will not be ac-
cepted quietly.
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