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Obama Seeks 1.5% Rise for Basic Research,
Emphasizing Economic Benefits

By Paul Basken

Washington .

President Obama on Monday proposed a 1.5-percent increase in
federal spending on basic scientific research for the coming fiscal
year, with his heaviest emphasis on driving technologies calculated
to have economic benefit.

Mr. Obama, making his annual budget recommendation to
Congress, outlined a governmentwide spending plan totaling $3.8-
trillion, just 0.2 percent above current-year spending. The
president's outsized support for research has been a pattern
throughout his four annual budget outlines, even as the nation's
economy has struggled.

"We can't cut back on those things that are important for us to

ﬁ%row," Mr. Obama said in describing his spending plan for the 2013
Type your Gomment here.

fiscal year to several hundred students at Northern Virginia

Community College in the Washington suburb of Annandale, Va.

Congress, with Republicans controlling the House of
~ Representatives, hasn't fully granted Mr. Obama his research-

- related spending requests in the past and isn't likely to do so this
year either. But with the White House backing, scientific research
has enjoyed relatively strong support as Republicans have pressed
for deep cuts in federal spending over all.

The federal government is spending an estimated $30.2-billion to

" support basic research in the current fiscal year, or about 1.6
percent over last year's amount, according to White House figures.
Mr. Obama has recommended a total of $30.6-billion for the 2013
fiscal year, which begins October 1.

Research universities have no guarantees of any outcome in an
election-year budget battle, though they again have reason for some
optimism. "While it doesn't necessarily get every dollar it asks for,"
Barry Toiv, a spokesman for the Association of American
Universities, said of the Obama administration, "it usually comes
away with something worth talking about.”

http://chronicle.com/article/Obama-Seeks-15-Increase-for/130774/
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Tough News for Medical Research

The toughest news in Mr. Obama's science budget may be awaiting
those involved in medical research. The administration proposed
that the National Institutes of Health, the leading provider of basic
research money to universities, get $30.7-billion in 2013, the same
as its current-year budget.

The recommendation is largely seen as reflecting the fact that the
NIH received more than $10-billion in the 2009 federal economic-
stimulus measure, and that its huge size leaves cash-strapped
budget-writers struggling each year just to maintain its budget.

For the National Science Foundation, Mr. Obama is seeking $7.37-
billion, or 4.8 percent over the current-year amount. The president
proposed $5-billion for the Department of Energy's Office of
Science, up 2.4 percent, and $17.7-billion for NASA, down 0.5

percent.

"In very difficult times, we think this is a very strong science and
technology budget,” John P. Holdren, the assistant to the president
for science and technology, said in outlining the plan.

The administration's decision to keep the NTH budget level, even
before Congress considers possible cuts, could be especially
worrying for researchers who rely on the agency. Joseph C.
LaManna, president of the Federation of American Societies for
Experimental Biology, warned before Monday's announcement that
universities will begin losing medical researchers—especially
younger scientists—if the NIH budget doesn't start growing in the
next two or three years.

The decline in NIH support since the stimulus has been "a fairly

steep slope,” said Mr. LaManna, a professor of physiology and
biophysics, neurology, and neuroscience at Case Western Reserve
University School of Medicine, in Cleveland.

For now, the NTH is planning a series of steps to help minimize the
effects of the tighter budget, including cutting inflation-adjusted
increases in grant amounts, and toughening the application process
for established researchers.

‘An Ally' for the NSF

The mood was more upbeat Monday among officials of the National
Science Foundation, which approaches 2013 with both its boost
from the White House and its history of Republican support from
Rep. Frank R. Wolf, chairman of the House Appropriations
subcommittee that reviews its budget. "He's particularly an ally on
"NSF," Mr. Toiv said of Mr. Wolf.

http://chronicle.com/article/Obama-Seeks-15-Increase-for/130774/ 2/14/2012




Obama Seeks 1.5% Increase for Basic Research - Government - The Chronicle of Higher ... Page 3 of 3

The NSF's director, Subra Suresh, said Monday his areas of research
emphasis will include work that could drive economic growth in the
United States, including the development of new materials, wireless
-communications technologies, and clean-energy alternatives.

The administration was enthusiastic enough on Monday that it
revived language in its budget plan calling for a doubling of the budgets Of
the NSF and two smaller science agencies, as recommended in an
influential 2005 report by the National Academies that warned the
United States was risking a loss of its global lead in technology. It
was only last April, while arguing with Congress over the budget for
the 2011 fiscal year, that the White House said it had given up on the

doubling goal.

But the president's budget for 2013 did have some unwelcome news
for at least a couple individual universities. The administration
proposed cutting support for the new National Bio- and Agro-
Defense Facility under construction near Kansas State University.
And it included less than half of the $55-million that Michigan State
University was expecting in the coming year for the Facility for Rare
Isotope Beams, a nuclear-science research project.

) Copyright 2012. All rights reserved. _
The Chronicle of Higher Education 1255 Twenty-Third St, N.W. Washingtoh, D.C. 20037
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Pennsylvania State University's tab for the Sandusky case: $3.2 million

By Susan Snyder
Inquirer Staff Writer

Pennsylvania State University has incurred nearly $3.2
million in legal, consultant, and public relations fees as
a result of the case against its former assistant football
coach charged with molesting boys, the university said
Monday.

A small portion of the cost is expected to be recovered
through insurance policies, the university said. The rest
will be covered with money other than tuition, taxpayer
money, or alumni donations, the school said. The
university said the fees would be covered by interest
on a repaid loan and an athletic project that it
maintains is not taxpayer money.

Iincluded in the $3.2 million is $1.43 million for the
school's internal investigation headed by Judge Louis
Freeh after Jerry Sandusky's grand jury indictment on
child sex-abuse charges in November. That breaks
down to $1.1 million for Freeh's law firm - Freeh,
Sporkin & Sullivan, of Wilmington, Washington, and
New York - and $283,000 for public relations work for
Freeh connected to the investigation, a university
spokesman said. An additional $500,000 went to the
Ketchum public relations firm of New York for crisis :
management for the board of trustees. Jerry Sandusky. ASSOCIATED PRESS

The university also rang up a $210,000 bill for the legal
defense of its suspended athletic director Tim Curley
and former senior vice president Gary Schultz, both
charged with perjury and failure to report a 2002
incident of Sandusky's allegedly molesting a boy in a
campus shower. That amount also includes legal
coverage for former president Graham B. Spanier, who
has not been charged in the case but had to appear
before the grand jury.

The cost figures - covering expenditures through Dec.
31 - were posted on a website the university launched
Monday evening to follow through with its promise of
being more open with information. There was no
information on how much the university has spent on
the case since December.

http://www.printthis.clickability. com/pt/cpt?expire=&title=Pennsylvania+State+University... 2/14/2012
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"It's a work in progress,” university spokesman Bill
Mahon wrote in an e-mail. "The site will expand over
time to include additional information."

The site - www.openness.psu.edu - also includes

employment contracts for president Rodney Erickson,

football coach Bill O'Brien, and acting athletic director

David M. Joyner. Details of those contracts, including Erickson's annual base salary of $515,000, had been

previously released.

But the new information raised questions: It said Spanier was paid $711,000 in 2011 through Nov. 9, when he was
forced to resign. He remains a tenured member of the faculty on sabbatical, the school said. How much he

continues to earn is unknown.

His "ongoing payments from the university are confidential," the university said on the website. A university
spokesman said a confidentiality clause in the contract negotiated for Spanier's departure prevented the university-
from releasing the amount. Spanier's legal fees for negotiating that contract also were covered by the university, the

spokesman said.

The university said it was unsure whether Spanier would return to teach after his sabbatical.
The website detailed how the university plans to pay costs associated with the case.

About $400,000 could be eligible for reimbursement by insurance, a spokesman said. The rest will come from
interest on a $60 million loan that the university made to its Hershey Medical Center and from athletic department

payments related to its financing of the Beaver Stadium expansion, the university said.
The university said it would not use tuition, taxpayer and alumni donations even if it exhausted those other sources.

Penn State's new website comes as the General Assembly begins its budget debate and amid calls for ihe state's
flagship university to be more open with information. Gov. Corbett's proposed budget would slash funding for the

school 30 percent.

Besides the costs of the Sandusky case, the legal and consulting firms receiving the fees are named on the site.

Among the other firms receiving money in connection with the Sandusky case are the Kekst & Co. and Ketchum Inc.
public relations firms and Reed Smith L.L.P., a global relationship law firm.

The law firms Saul Ewing L.L.P., Duane Morris L.L.P., Lanny J. Davis & Associates L.L.C., and Schnader, Harrison,
Segal & Lewis L.L.P. will receive a combined $467,940 for the university's defense and legal services, according to
the website. A further $50,000 was earmarked for "external investigations" to be paid to Lightfoot Franklin, a
litigation firm, and Margolis Healy, a campus safety and security firm.

Also on the website were the costs for the on-campus memorial services for former football coach Joe Paterno:
$28,000, $6,000 of which were covered by university funds, and $22,000 from the athletic department's
"discretionary fund." Paterno was fired as head coach in the fallout from the Sandusky investigation.

Contact staff writer Susan Snyder at 215-854-4693 or ésnvder@phillvnews.com or @ssnydering on
twitter.

Find this article at:
http://mww.philly.com/philly/news/homepage/20120214_Pennsylvania_State_University_s_tab_for_the_Sandusky_case___3_2_million.html
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Claremont McKenna's inflated scores bring new scrutiny to
college rankings

Some students and their counselors say they might take annual magazine listings of
colleges less seriously than in the past.

By Larry Gordon, Los Angeles Times
5:23 PM PST, February 12, 2012

As she looked for potential colleges, Elisha Marquez
researched school rankings in U.S. News & World
Report and other publications. As a result, she found
some East Coast schools that previously were not on her

radar.

"It wasn't the most important factor," she said of the
magazine's rankings. "But it did factor into my eventual
decision of what schools to apply to," said the Eagle
Rock High School senior, who is awaiting word from 14
campuses: UCs, Ivy Leagues and others.

But Marquez heard disturbing news recently. Claremont
McKenna College reported that an admissions dean

~ inflated freshman SAT scores for six years to boost its
standing in U.S. News. Such cheating makes Marquez "a
little more skeptical of such rankings."

Reactions like hers are spreading as the Claremont McKenna scandal revives the long-festering national
debate about the rankings' reliability and influence. That poses challenges not just to U.S. News, which
is the most prominent, but to Forbes, Princeton Rev1ew Kiplinger and other popular college listings as

well.

Some said it was like seeing the curtain pulled back on the Wizard of Oz to reveal a more vulnerable and
questionable entity.

U.S. News describes the cheating as a rare — although not unprecedented — blip. It should not detract
from its careful efforts to provide a fair and consumer-friendly tool in the otherwise confusing world of
college admissions, according to Robert Morse, the magazine's director of data research.

- "All schools aren't corrupt. Just a few are corrupt on a very infrequent basis," said Morse, who helps
gather information from and about the 1,600 schools in its annual best colleges editions and websites.

Last fall Iona College in New York said it had for years inflated its test scores, alumni giving and other

http://www .latimes.com/news/local/la-me-adv-rankings-20120213,0,7693175,print.story 2/13/2012
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information. And the law schools at the University of Illinois and Villanova University in Pennsylvania
last year reported that they had previously provided inaccurate scores on law school entrance exams and
college grade-point averages of its new students.

The latest reported cheating — at Claremont McKenna — is sure to diminish the influence of U.S. News
listings and bolster suspicions that other schools manipulate the self-reported statistics in the rankings
formula, according to David Hawkins, director of public policy and research at the National Assn. for
College Admission Counseling. Simultaneously, many more online advice tools about college
applications are being offered as alternatives to U.S. News, he said. :

Last fall, a study by his group sharply criticized the U.S. News rankings and suggested that too much
reliance on them could push students away from "the best college for their needs or tastes.”" The report
urged that SAT scores be eliminated from the scaling formula and replaced with student evaluations of

the schools.

Yet, the counseling group also found that a majority of its members thought that the prominence of the
U.S. News rankings had increased over the last five years and that many students and parents discuss

them with counselors.

At Wilson High School in Long Beach, counselor Robin Sroka posts a link to the U.S. News ranking on
her counseling website, and when a new edition comes out in the fall, "people talk about it quite a bit,"

she said.

The list is most popular among more ambitious and affluent families looking at top-tier schools around
the country but not so popular among students who expect to attend state college close to home, she
said. And though it is disappointing to hear about Claremont McKenna, she said, she expects the
rankings to remain popular. "People have short memories. I don't think it will suffer," she said.

About 18% of current freshmen at four-year colleges and universities across the country said the
rankings in national magazines were very important in choosing a college, according to an annual survey
sponsored by UCLA's Higher Education Research Institute. That was a significant increase from the
10.5% in 1995 when the question was first asked. However, it was well below other such other
influences as a school's academic reputation, financial aid and reputation for social activities.

The rankings serve a different audience, said John H. Pryor, the institute's managing director.

"In my experience, the people who pay the most attention to magazine rankings are college presidents,
boards and development officers, not parents and prospective students," he said.

U.S. News disputes that, saying that it attracts about 3 million unique visitors a month to its best
colleges website and that most are students.

The publication says it is not projecting Oz-like mystery since it publicly explains the methodology. For
example, SAT or ACT scores account for about 7.5% of the overall calculation that made Claremont
McKenna the ninth best national liberal arts college, Morse said; other factors include a school's
financial resources, graduation rates and external opinions of its academics. And although U.S. News
cross-checks data against other sources, much depends on the schools' honesty, he said.

The magazine won't formally revise its recent scorings, but it will announce where Claremont McKenna

would have placed with accurate scores. The SAT inflation was relatively small, and if nothing else false
is found in a college internal review, Morse said, the school would have dropped just about one rung

http://www.latimes.com/news/local/la-me-adv-rankings-20120213,0,7693175,print.story 2/13/2012



pearson8
Highlight


Claremont McKenna's inflated scores bring new scrutiny to college rankings - latimes.com  Page 3 of 3

lower. Kiplinger, the finance magazine, has cut the campus from its current list of best values in liberal
arts colleges, where the school had placed 18th in the nation.

Richard Vos, who had been the college's vice president and dean of admissions and financial aid,
recently resigned from the school in the wake of the scandal and has declined to discuss it publicly.
Campus president Pamela Gann told her campus newspaper that the college was working hard to restore
its credibility and that she did not think rankings were paramount in college choices.

"The primary reason that students come here is the high quality education and the academic program is a
good fit for them," she said. "Rankings and guides are only part of the process."

larry.cordon(@latimes.com

Copyright © 2012, Los Angeles Times
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Timing of UM admin office renovation is
questioned

By Janese Silvey
Saturday, February 11,2012

Forty-eight percent of the buildings on the University of Missouri System’s four campuses are in bad
shape, an administrator told the Board of Curators earlier this month.

And those backlogged building needs include nearly $37 million worth of projects deemed critical,
said Nikki Krawitz, vice president of finance and administration for the UM System. So why are
construction crews working at University Hall and not on campuses?

The system’s administrative office has been undergoing renovations since 2010. UM spokeswoman
Jennifer Hollingshead said the project isn’t related to the campus needs because it’s being paid for

with system savings.

The renovations will cost an estimated $1.5 million, she said. Work has included asbestos removal,
new ceiling sections and new carpet. A small teleconference center also was added and is expected to
cut down on travel costs.

Mostly, though, the project was needed to bring the building up to Americans with Disabilities Act
standards, including the addition of a ramp, and to improve safety. Now, visitors to University Hall
are required to check into a front office and don’t have access to the main elevator without assistance
from an employee. A security camera also has been installed. The safety upgrades were needed, in

~ part, “because of this building’s remote location off-campus,” Hollingshead said. '

At a recent meeting of the MU chapter of American Association of University Professors, members
questioned the timing of the project, which included relocating and upgrading the suite of UM general
counsel offices. Steve Owens, who returns to his role as general counsel next week, served as interim
president through much of the project.

The timing was coincidental, Hollingshead said. Needs were identified in 2004 but the work was
delayed until 2010 because of budget constraints.

“The renovation project was approved and construction was under way before he was named interim
president,” Hollingshead said in an email. “The project did not change once he became interim
president and the general counsel’s space received the same treatment as other areas of the building.”

Funding for the project came from savings realized from year-end balances left over when positions
went unfilled and administrators cut other expenses, she said.

The MU campus historically has used state funding to pay for academic buildings that — unlike
athletics or dorms — do not generate their own revenue streams. Since state monies have dried up,

http://www.columbiatribune.com/news/2012/feb/11/timing-of-um-admin-office-renovation... 2/13/2012
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MU has been issuing bonds for building projects by dedicating a portion of the maintenance budget to
pay down the debt.

It’s a strategy former UM President Gary Forsee developed in 2009 and so far has helped MU gut and
renovate Tate and Switzler halls.

Reach Janese Silvey at 573-815-1705 or e-mail jsilvey@columbiatribune.com.

This article was published on page A1 of the Saturday, February 11, 2012 edition of The Columbia
Daily Tribune with the headline "Timing of renovation questioned: UM administrative office
undergoing $1.5M face-lift." Click here to Subscribe. :

http://www.columbiatribune.com/news/2012/feb/11/timing-of-um-admin-office-renovation... 2/13/2012
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University of Kentucky Program Helps First-generation College
Students

by Associated Press, February 14,2012

LEXINGTON, Ky. — A new program at the University of Kentucky aims to help first-generation college
students meet challenges and stay in school. ‘ '

The First Generation Initiatives was spawned from a project in 2010 called First Scholars that offered mentoring
and scholarships to 20 incoming freshmen whose parents didn't go to college. After a year in the program, all 20
were still enrolled in school.

General student retention rates at UK are 82 percent, but that falls to 74 percent for first-generation students.

The First Scholars data "raised some eyebrows in the provost's office," said Matthew Deffendall, who oversaw it
last year. "So we just started asking, what can we do to help larger groups of students?"

Deffendall told the Lexington Herald-Leader that he used ideas from the project to come up with First
Generation Initiatives. The program provides aid and support to all 900 or so first-generation students at the

university.

"We're trying to build a support structure and a community, so they have a place they can feel at home,"
Deffendall said.

Student Jennifer Doan said the First Scholars program helped her get through after a very difficult first month.

"T was very lonely," Doan said. "It's so big, and you really don't know anybody. When I had a problem, I didn't
know who to go to. No one in my family told me anything about it because they didn't know. Matthew really
helped me to realize I needed to take it slow, instead of rushing and being overwhelmed."

Brittany Courtney, who attended a small high school in Frankfort, said attending college was a difficult
transition.

"It was like a slap in the face," Courtney said of her freshman year at UK. "There was such a big culture shock
with everything."

But she got into the First Scholars program a week after school began.
"The one-on-one attention and the resources really helped a lot," she said.

Associate Provost Mike Mullen, who oversees the division of undergraduate education, said UK is focusing on
making first-generation students successful.

"Anything we can do to bolster that group has a positive impact on the bottom line," he said. "More importantly,
do we then get those kids to think about what long-term success looks like?"

http://diverseeducation.com/cache/print.php?articleld=16833 2/14/2012
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ABA Urges Flexibility for Law School Applicants With Disabilities

February 14, 2012 - 4:31am

The American Bar Association's House of Delegates has approved a resolution {http://www.abanow.org/2012/01/2012mm111/) urging flexibility
by the Law School Admission Council on requests for accommodations by people with disabilities when they take the Law School Admission
Test. The resolution calls for information to be made available to test-takers on their options. Further, the resolution urges those involved in
standardized testing not to differentiate between those who took the test with an accommodation and those who did not. While the resolution
does not mention the council by name, the measure appears a clear reference to legal disputes the council has faced over requests from some
test-takers for accommodations, and for those accommodations not to be "flagged" to law schools.
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