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University of Illinois trustees act on wide-ranging admissions reform
Christopher Kennedy elected chairman; Gov. Pat Quinn attends board meeting
URBANA, Ill. — The University of Illinois Board of Trustees unanimously passed a
resolution at its meeting today to ensure that the University’s admissions process is fair,
transparent and provides equal access to all applicants to the University in time for the 2009-10
admissions cycle that begins this month.
The board also heard reports on university governance, academic and financial
performance and was scheduled to act on academic appointments, honorary degrees and facilities
upgrades.
The board’s primary consideration, however, was to act on the recommendations of the
Admissions Review Commission that Gov. Pat Quinn established in June in response to reports
of alleged admissions irregularities on the Urbana campus. Gov. Quinn attended the historic
meeting on the University’s Urbana campus as an ex officio member of the Board of Trustees
with the new trustees that he appointed in the last three weeks.
In its resolution, the board directed the University administration to eliminate the
“Category I” used for tracking some applicants for preferential treatment; to establish written
criteria for admissions; to explore the feasibility of an appeals system accessible to all; to create a
“firewall” around the admissions process to curtail unwarranted interference and influence; and
to create a transparent process for handling admissions inquiries.
Longer range, the trustees directed the University administration over the next year to
undertake a self-study to assess the changes in admission and to ensure they address issues of
diversity and inclusiveness. These policies and practices were largely taken from the
recommendations of the Admissions Review Commission in its Aug. 6 report to the governor.
Responding to the report, the University said that it was committed to correcting the
admissions problems, and President B. Joseph White convened a meeting the next week of more
than 100 University faculty and staff to begin to implement the commission’s recommended
reforms.
The Admissions Review Commission, chaired by former Judge Abner Mikva,
recommended the governor call for the voluntary resignations of the members of the University’s
Board of Trustees at the time. The governor appointed six new trustees and reappointed one.
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University officials thanked the governor, Judge Mikva and the Admissions Review
Commission for their service to the University and the state of Illinois.
Gov. Quinn said, “Working as a team — students, faculty, administration and the people
of Illinois — we can accomplish great things. Working together, we can make the University of
Illinois the best it can be.
“I really believe in the cause of the U of I. It’s a great institution of higher learning, and
we have to ensure that all who apply get a fair shake.”
Gov. Quinn on Aug. 26 appointed as trustees Christopher G. Kennedy, president of
Merchandise Mart Properties Inc. in Chicago, and Lawrence Oliver II, Boeing Co. chief counsel,
investigations, who resides in Orland Park. On Sept. 4, the governor reappointed Trustee Edward
L. McMillan, of Greenville, a graduate of the Urbana campus. He was formerly president, CEO
and director of Purina Mills Inc and is now CEO of McMillan LLC, Mergers and Acquisitions.
The other newly appointed trustees attending their first board meeting were Karen A.
Hasara, a former state senator and mayor of Springfield and two-degree graduate of the
University of Illinois at Springfield. Also appointed was Dr. Timothy N. Koritz, of Roscoe, who
received his B.S. from the Urbana campus and his M.D. from Harvard. He is a staff
anesthesiologist at Rockford Memorial Hospital and clinical assistant professor at the U of I
College of Medicine at Rockford.
The governor also appointed Pamela B. Strobel, of Winnetka, who received her
bachelor’s and law degrees from the Urbana campus and is a retired executive vice president and
chief administrative officer of Exelon Corp. Carlos E. Tortolero, of Berwyn, a graduate of the
University of Illinois at Chicago and founder and president of the National Museum of Mexican
Art in Chicago, was also appointed.
Trustees Frances G. Carroll, a Chicago educator, and James D. Montgomery, a Chicago
attorney and two-degree Urbana campus graduate, continue as trustees. The three student trustees
who attended their first meeting in July are Matthew M. Reschke from the Urbana campus;
Bogdan “Dan” V. Zavorotny from the Chicago campus; and Derek R. Felix, from the Springfield
campus.
The trustees elected Kennedy as board chairman. They then elected McMillan and
Strobel to serve with Kennedy on the board’s Executive Committee. The Executive Committee
meets whenever the chair, or two members, find it necessary for the transaction of urgent
business that cannot be postponed to a regular board meeting.
Kennedy said he looked forward to helping the University implement the admissions
reforms outlined in the admissions reform resolution the board passed.
“We will now move forward together,” Kennedy said. “The University of Illinois is
important to the state’s economy, and we will tease out excellence wherever we find it.”
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The board chair is elected annually and presides at all meetings of the board and its
Executive Committee; signs diplomas, warrants for funds and other legal documents; appoints
the standing committees of the board; and fixes the dates and places of meetings when the board
has not done so.
The University’s Board of Trustees has 13 members, nine appointed by the governor, for
staggered six-year terms. They can be reappointed. Eleven trustees have a vote. A student from
each of the University’s three campuses is elected annually to one-year terms, and one is
designated by the governor to have a vote. Zavorotny is the student designated to have the
binding vote this year. The other two student trustees serve in an advisory capacity. The
governor is an ex officio member of the Board of Trustees and has a vote.
The terms of trustees Carroll, Hasara and Tortolero end in 2011. The terms of trustees
Koritz, Montgomery and Oliver end in 2013. The terms of trustees Kennedy, McMillan and
Strobel end in 2015. Kennedy will serve as board chairman until January 2010.
###
The University of Illinois is a world leader in research and discovery, the largest educational
institution in the state with almost 70,000 students, 24,000 faculty and staff, and campuses in
Urbana-Champaign, Chicago and Springfield. The U of I awards more than 18,500
undergraduate, graduate and professional degrees annually.
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