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Outside legal counsel key to University cooperation with admissions commission
URBANA, Ill. — The University of Illinois announced today that bills from six outside law
firms assisting the University on matters related to the Admissions Review Commission (ARC)
and the admissions controversy this summer have totaled $439,795 to date.
University Counsel Thomas R. Bearrows noted that the largest fee to date — $392,120 —
was associated with fulfilling the University’s commitment to fully cooperate with the ARC’s
comprehensive investigation in a compressed, 60-day timeframe.
“In less than eight weeks, the University, with the assistance of the firm Latham &
Watkins LLP, reviewed and provided more than 10,000 pages of documents, prepared 45
witnesses for interviews and public testimony, and made all relevant information and materials
available to the commission on an expedited basis,” Bearrows said. “In addition, the University
responded to hundreds of follow-up requests by commission staff. At the same time, Latham &
Watkins worked with the University as we conducted an internal review and assessment to
determine appropriate reform measures, which we then shared with the commission as part of the
cooperation process.”
In its final report, the seven-member commission, chaired by retired federal Judge Abner
Mikva, acknowledged the appropriateness of the University’s efforts. It stated, “The early signs
are encouraging — the University has clearly given this matter the priority treatment it deserves,
examining and proposing its own admissions-related reforms and cooperating fully with the
multitude of demands made by the Commission staff for access to information and University
officials.”
Bearrows said that to accomplish this “priority treatment” on a tight deadline, the U of I
called upon experienced outside counsel with resources and a proven track record. Latham &
Watkins is a top-tier, global law firm with a substantial presence in Illinois. Moreover, it is an
independent, outside law firm with no prior history or relationship with the University or its
Board of Trustees.
Zachary T. Fardon, the lead partner from Latham working with the University, is a
former assistant U.S. attorney who co-chairs the firm’s litigation department in Chicago. His
experience includes representing numerous clients, including Fortune 500 companies, in a
variety of matters and conducting internal investigations.
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A total of six outside law firms were engaged through the University Office of Legal
Counsel to assist in a sudden and substantial wave of legal issues that arose last May from a
controversy over admissions practices at the Urbana-Champaign campus, including more than 30
Illinois Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) requests filed with the institution on admissions and
related matters. The firms, and their fees, are:
•
•
•

•
•
•

Burke, Burns & Pinelli, Ltd., retained to provide advice and assistance related to FOIA
requests, $10,111.50.
Thomas, Mamer & Haughey LLP, also retained to provide advice and assistance related
to FOIA requests, no bill to date.
Hinshaw & Culbertson LLP, retained to provide advice and assistance with regard to a
lawsuit filed by the Chicago Tribune over two of its 12 FOIA requests filed since April,
$11,265.57. The firm subsequently withdrew from this case due to a possible conflict of
interest and is no longer providing counsel to the University on this matter.
Heyl, Royster, Voelker & Allen, P.C., which is now representing the University in the
Tribune FOIA lawsuit, $11,605.88.
Latham & Watkins LLP, retained to provide advice and assistance with regard to the
ARC and related matters, $392,120.88.
Jenner & Block LLP, retained to provide advice and assistance on potential civil lawsuits
against the University, $14,691.07.

The fee totals reflect professional services and related expenses. Additional invoices are
expected, but no estimate for total outside legal costs related to the admissions issue is available.
###
The University of Illinois is a world leader in research and discovery, the largest educational
institution in the state with almost 70,000 students, 24,000 faculty and staff, and campuses in
Urbana-Champaign, Chicago and Springfield. The U of I awards more than 18,500
undergraduate, graduate and professional degrees annually.
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