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Kennedy re-elected U of I Board chairman
Two new trustees seated; Board officers re-elected
CHICAGO, Ill. — Christopher G. Kennedy was re-elected chairman of the University of Illinois
Board of Trustees today during its annual organizational meeting at the University of Illinois at
Chicago.
Kennedy, a Chicago businessman, was first elected chairman in September 2009 and was
re-elected to a one-year term last January. The board governs the U of I and its campuses in
Urbana-Champaign, Chicago and Springfield, with more than 76,000 students, nearly 24,000
faculty and staff, and a $4.7 billion annual budget.
Kennedy said trustees face another year of challenges, with ongoing financial pressures
stemming from the state’s budget crisis and searches underway for several top administrators,
including new vice president/chancellors for the Urbana and Springfield campuses.
The board made major strides last year, Kennedy said, hiring Michael J. Hogan as the
University’s 18th president and implementing an administrative restructuring initiative that will
strengthen University leadership, advance research and inter-campus collaboration, and help
control costs.
“I think the fact that we quickly dealt with the admissions issues, made progress on the
governance questions, responded to the Mikva commission issues, strengthened the presidency,
reinstated great leadership and restored a solid financial foundation allowed the Governor and
other elected officials to see the progress that we have made and to rally with us to provide longterm financing to the University,” Kennedy said. “We have a great group on the Board of
Trustees, and we have challenged everyone in the University to be best-in-class at everything
they do, and we hope to lead by example by creating a best-in-class governance structure for the
Board.”
Kennedy is president of Merchandise Mart Properties, a commercial property
management firm based in Chicago. He is a member of several business and economic
development organizations, including the Economic Club of Chicago, Commercial Club of
Chicago and is past chairman of the Chicago Convention and Tourism Bureau. He also is a board
member of the Catholic Theological Union and the Chicago Alliance to End Homelessness.
Kennedy, who was appointed to the board in 2009, received his bachelor’s degree from Boston
College and his MBA from Northwestern University.
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The board also welcomed two new members, Patricia Brown Holmes and Ricardo
Estrada, who were appointed Wednesday by Gov. Pat Quinn. Quinn also re-appointed Trustee
Karen Hasara to a full six-year term.
Holmes, of Chicago, is an attorney with the firm of Shiff Hardin and earned her
bachelor’s and law degrees at the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign. Estrada is first
deputy commissioner of Chicago’s Department of Family and Support Services and received his
MBA from the University of Illinois at Chicago. Hasara, an alumna of the University’s
Springfield campus, is a former state legislator and mayor of Springfield, first appointed to the
board by Quinn last September to fill a vacancy.
The board also re-elected its three-member Executive Committee, which meets as needed
to complete urgent University business that cannot be postponed to a regular meeting. Members
of the committee are Kennedy, and trustees Edward L. McMillan, of Greenville, and Pamela B.
Strobel, of Winnetka.
Other U of I trustees are Timothy Koritz, of Roscoe; James D. Montgomery, of Chicago;
and Lawrence Oliver II, of Orland Park. Student trustees are Daniel Soso from the UrbanaChampaign campus, Roshina Khan from UIC and Charles Oliver III from the Springfield
campus.
Complete board and committee membership and other information are available at the
Board of Trustees’ website – http://www.uillinois.edu/trustees/index.cfm
Trustees also re-elected Michele M. Thompson as secretary of the University; Thomas R.
Bearrows as University legal counsel; and Walter K. Knorr as comptroller, all to one-year terms.
University Treasurer Lester H. McKeever Jr. was re-elected to a two-year term.
###
The University of Illinois is a world leader in research and discovery, the largest educational
institution in the state with more than 76,000 students, 24,000 faculty and staff, and campuses in
Urbana-Champaign, Chicago and Springfield. The U of I awards more than 19,000
undergraduate, graduate and professional degrees annually.

Page 2

