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Trustees approve top University leadership positions
Koch to head UIS; Garcia named vice president for health affairs
CHICAGO, Ill. — The University of Illinois Board of Trustees approved the appointments of
two prominent scholars to fill top leadership positions during a meeting Thursday on the
University’s Chicago campus.
Susan J. Koch will take office July 1 as vice president and chancellor of the University of
Illinois at Springfield (UIS), and Joe G.N. “Skip” Garcia will become the University’s permanent
vice president for health affairs effective June 16. Their appointments had been announced
previously pending formal approval by the Board.
Koch, formerly provost and vice president for academic affairs at Northern Michigan
University, was appointed in April by President Michael J. Hogan after a nationwide search. She
replaces interim Vice President and Chancellor Harry Berman, who has headed the Springfield
campus since former Chancellor Richard Ringeisen retired last fall.
Garcia, vice chancellor for research at the University of Illinois at Chicago (UIC) and a
professor in the College of Medicine, has served as interim vice president for health affairs since
March. He was appointed by Hogan to the new position, created to enhance coordination of a
clinical health-care enterprise that is housed at UIC, but extends throughout the University and
most of Illinois.
“Our already world-class leadership team is even stronger with the addition of Dr. Koch and
Dr. Garcia,” said Christopher Kennedy, chairman of the Board of Trustees. “Our growing
Springfield campus and our exceptional health-care enterprise could not be in better hands.”
Koch was associate provost and dean of the graduate college at the University of Northern
Iowa before taking her current position at Northern Michigan University in 2007. At UIS, she
will head a campus that serves about 5,000 students in 44 undergraduate and graduate programs,
with 211 full-time faculty, 533 staff and an annual operating budget of $73 million.
A native of South Dakota, she earned her bachelor’s degree from Dakota State University,
and master’s and doctoral degrees in public health from the University of Northern Iowa, where
she also served as a professor and administrator.
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Garcia, who joined UIC in 2010 after four years as chair of the Department of Medicine at
the University of Chicago, is internationally recognized for his expertise on the genetic basis of
lung disease and the prevention and treatment of inflammatory lung injury. He served as director
of the Division of Pulmonary and Critical Care Medicine at Johns Hopkins University from 1998
to 2005.
He earned his bachelor’s degree in biology from the University of Dallas and his medical
degree from the University of Texas Southwestern Medical School.
Continuing budget authorization
The board also approved a resolution Thursday to keep the University operating legally after
its current fiscal year ends June 30. The annual resolution is required to pay bills and maintain
operations until the state finalizes a new budget for the fiscal year that begins July 1.
The resolution authorizes expenditures based on fiscal 2011 funding levels until the state’s
fiscal 2012 budget is in place. Under a budget approved by the Legislature last month and sent to
the governor, the University’s state appropriation for fiscal 2012 would decrease by about $8
million to $689 million. The University’s total operating budget for fiscal 2011 was $4.7 billion.
The University’s operating budget for fiscal 2012 will be considered by the board in
September.
###
The University of Illinois is a world leader in research and discovery, the largest educational institution in
the state with more than 76,000 students, 24,000 faculty and staff, and campuses in Urbana-Champaign,
Chicago and Springfield. The U of I awards more than 19,000 undergraduate, graduate and professional
degrees annually.
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