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Former Board secretary Thompson honored for service
Awarded Trustees’ Distinguished Service Medallion
URBANA, Ill. — The University of Illinois Board of Trustees recognized former board
Secretary Michele M. Thompson for her distinguished service to the university during its regular
meeting Thursday on the Urbana campus.
Thompson, who retired in January after more than 20 years as secretary to the board, was
awarded the Trustees’ Distinguished Service Medallion. The medallion recognizes individuals
who have significantly contributed to the growth and development of the university through their
extraordinary service or support.
In a resolution, the board said Thompson “served the university with distinction for more
than three decades, and her unending integrity, grace and loyalty advanced our richly deserved
standing as a world leader in education, innovation and service to society.”
Thompson began her long university career in 1977 as assistant vice chancellor for Academic
Affairs on the Urbana-Champaign campus. She later held positions in the Office of the President,
where she was responsible for developing employment policies and critical initiatives such as
long-range energy planning.
During those years, she also played a key role in university history, serving as chief of staff
for the committee that recommended consolidation of the university’s two Chicago campuses.
The merger was approved in 1981, and created the University of Illinois at Chicago.
Thompson began her appointment as secretary of the Board of Trustees and the university in
1990, where she served until retiring on January 31. As secretary, her duties included supporting
the board and administration in their governance of the university, interpreting board policy to
the public, acting as the university’s official record keeper, and as
an advisor to the president.
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Past recipients include former university President James J. Stukel; entrepreneur Mannie
Jackson, a U of I graduate and owner of the Harlem Globetrotters; physics Professor Sir Anthony
J. Leggett, winner of the 2003 Nobel Prize in Physics; and business leader and philanthropist
Thomas M. Siebel, a U of I alumnus.
In other action, the board approved the design for the Mile Square Health Center in the
Illinois Medical District. The building will house convenient and urgent care services as well as
primary care and dental services. Also approved was a renovation project for the UIC College of
Medicine West Tower Building that will improve lighting, audiovisual equipment and
infrastructure systems.
###
The University of Illinois is a world leader in research and discovery, the largest educational institution in
the state with more than 77,000 students, 22,000 faculty and staff, and campuses in Urbana-Champaign,
Chicago and Springfield. The U of I awards more than 19,000 undergraduate, graduate and professional
degrees annually.
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