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“The University of Illinois Alumni Association is supportive of the Board of Trustees in light of 
its difficult decision concerning the Chief Illiniwek tradition. We recognize the board's 
responsibility to act in what it believes to be the best interests of the University as a whole. At 
the same time, we respect the emotional impact this announcement is having on the alumni and 
friends who treasure this longtime University tradition. Illinois loyalty has never been 
constricted to one issue or dependent on any one activity, and, as a community, I believe we will 
emerge from this period stronger, closer and more committed to our shared fundamental 
values.” 

 
 


